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Preface
A PERSONAL REFLECTION

During the summer of 1998, I spent six-weeks in Eastern Europe as a member'
of a "Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad." We saw many beautiful places, but
our primary purpose was learning more about the Holocaust by visiting Holocaust
sites. It is difficult to explain what it is like to walk where those horrific events
occurred. I remember silence -no one talking -even nature seemed hushed. I
remember trying very hard to imagine the faces of those from before. The strange
thing was that after visiting a site we didn't seem to talk about it -I don't even
remember thinking that to be odd. When I returned to the States, my family had a
dinner welcoming me home. We were all in my mother's living room and I began'
the stories of my adventures. I told them about the castles, about the salt-mine
cathedral, about so many beautiful places and people and then, when I began to talk
about Auschwitz, I began crying. Everyone was very still. I cried for some time
before I finally shared With them wliat was too painful to talk about while we were .
there.

The experience changed me forever as a teacher and as a human being.
Throughout the trip I took many photographs hoping the images would somehow
convey to my _~tudentsthe awe I felt visiting those places. However, as I began to
look closely at the photographs they seemed to speak to me in a way that offered
new understanding. . . "

This photograph (on opposite page) from Terezin shows the interior of a dark
cell illuminated by the brightness of the sun and was the inspiration for this
curriculum. The cell had originally been used'for solitary confinement. However,
conditions became so crowded at Terezin that ten to twelve people lived in this
small, dark place. I went into this cell along with ten other members of my group.
We closed the door. I wondered what I would do if I had to live in that small,dark
space with ten other people. ·1 remembered reading that Holocaust survivor.Viktor
Frankl, said that even though conditions such as lack of sleep 'and food and mental
stresses suggest that inmates were bound to react in a certain way, in the end, it
became clear that the sort of person the prisoner became was the result of an inner
decision and not the result of what happerred to him. I wondered if I would have
had the strength to retain what Frankl calls "that last of human freedoms - to choose
my attitude in any given set of circumstances" (Frankl, Viktor. Man's Search for
Meaning. Boston: Beacon Press, 1992). However, within many, many places of
suffering I knew there werecountless stories of heroism "andsacrifice by many Jews
whose lives exemplified the power of the human spirit even in the midst of evil such
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as this. Their deliberate choices flood the shadow of evil with a light that blinds the
darkness, a light that can illuminate our own lives.

My approach to teaching the Holocaust, while not ignoring the suffering and
horrors of that time, focuses more on the triumph of the human spirit in the worst of

• times while forcing the student to recognize his own potential for good and evil. I
remember the way 1was taught about the Holocaust, a way that caused me to feel
deep pity for the victims and to see them as weak. I never remember considering,
even for a moment, that any type of inner-strength was possible --I doubt 1 even
knew what inner-strength was. 1 looked at them and saw no connection to my easy
way of life, and I clearly could not identify with the likes of an Adolph Hitler or a
Josef Mengele. As a cynical teenager 1 told myself that the Holocaust was indeed
terrible, but that it was over and done with -- "So what?".

1believe that as educators we must always address this simple, but profound
question that today's students continue to ask themselves daily: "So what?" Even
the most informative lesson misses the mark when it fails to connect the new
knowledge to the student's own life. It is this connection that causes a student to
identify and care; it is this connection that causes the student to remember; and it is
this connection that educates the heart, as well as the mind. 1 continually am
reminded of Theodore Roosevelt's quote: "To educate a man in mind but not in
morals is to educate a menace to society."

Students must be knowledgeable about what occurred during the Holocaust,
and they must recognize the stupidity of prejudice and its inherent evil. They must
understand that throughout history, people have clung to ways of identifying
themselves by'excluding others -ways that supposedly determine who is valuable in
our world and who is not. However, if we stop there --if we unknowingly cause
students to consider the possible and realized effects of prejudice as something for
or from another time and place, we have failed. The question, "So What?" becomes
a wall separating the student from meaningful insight.
. Education today places a strong emphasis on increasing test scores, however

I have witnessed graduates with top ACT and SAT scores go to college and
crumble. Many of our young people live with the false assumption that good things
happen to good people. Unfortunately, when hard times come depression often .
overwhelms them, robbing them of their ability to find meaning in life. They feel
helpless and failto recognize their power to select their response to the challenges
of living. I am convinced that the greatest gift we can give our students is "vision." I
believe our vision for Holocaust education should be extended beyond the horrors
and focus on the countless numbers like Viktor Frankl who exemplified the best of
humanity in an inhumane time. I am reminded of something 1read in an article by
Carol Danks in "Social Education" where she stated that the answer to the often
asked question, "Why didn't-the Jews do something?" was that "to survive under
those circumstances where there were no options ~as 'doing something. III This is
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what our students need. It is true that test scores may never reflect this insight, but
ultimately the important things in life are not measured on standardized tests.

Our students are certain to face hard times and personal challenges in their
lives. Hopefully, by examining the lives of countless Jews who managed to retain

~ their humanity even in the midst of an inhumane time and who unmasked truths
which could only be discovered in that time and place, students will learn to
redefine their own struggles. It is a tragedy not to take and live the lessons that so
many learned for us at so great a price. The light from their lives shines even today
-seeking to chase away our own shadows and freeing us to see the beauty in life.

f" Patricia Hesse
1034 Kingshighway
Weiner, AR 72479
(870) 684-7246
phesse@wpoin.com
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST
(from Teaching About the Holocaust, a publication of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)

. The brief answers offered here are only meant as an introduction to the complex history
of the Holocaust. Scholars have spent years writing and researching about these questions.

1. What was the Holocaust?
The Holocaust was the state-sponsored, systematic persecution and annihilation of
European Jewry by Nazi Germany and its collaborators between 1933 and 1945. Jews
were the primary victims - six million were murdered; Gypsies, the handicapped, and Poles
were also targeted for destruction or decimation for racial, ethnic, or national reasons.
Millions more, includinghomosexuals, Jehovah's Witnesses, Soviet prisoners of war, and
political dissidents, also suffered grievous oppression and death under Nazi tyranny.,

2. Who were the Nazis?
''Nazi'' is a short term for the National Socialist German Workers Party, a right-wing
political party formed in 1919 primarily by unemployed German veterans of World War I.
Adolph Hitler became head of the party in 1921, and under his leadership the party
eventually became a powerful political force in German elections by the early 1930s. The
Nazi party ideology was strongly anti-Communist, antisemitic, racist, nationalistic,
imperialistic, and militaristic. '

" .
In 1933, the Nazi Party assumed power in Germany, and Adolph Hitler was appointed
Chancellor. He ended German democracy and severely restricted basic rights such as
freedom of speech, press, and assembly. He established a brutal dictatorship through a
. reign of terror. This created an atmosphere offear, distrust, and suspicion in which people
betrayed their neighbors and which helped the Nazis to obtain the acquiescence of social
institutions such ,as the civil service, the educational system, churches, the judiciary,
industry, business, and other professions.

3. Why did the Nazis want to kill large numbers Qf innocent people?
The Nazis believed that Germans were "racially superior" and that there was a struggle for
survival between them and "inferior races." Jews, Roma, and Sinti (Gypsies), and the
handicapped were seen as a serious biological threat to the purity of the "German (Aryan)
Race" and therefore had to be "exterminated." The Nazis blamed the Jews for Germany's
defeat in World War I, for its economic problems, and for the spread of Communist •
parties throughout Europe. Slavic peoples (poles, Russians, and others) were also
considered "inferior" and destined to serve as slave labor for their German masters.
Communists, socialists, Jehovah's Witnesses, homosexuals, and Freemasons were
persecuted, imprisoned, and often killed on political and behavioral (rather than racial)
grounds. Sometimes the distinction was not very clear. Millions of Soviet prisoners of
war perished from starvation, disease, and forced labor or were killed for racial or political
reasons.
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4. How did the Nazis carry out their policy of genocide?
In the late 1930s the Nazis killed thousands of handicapped Germans by lethal injection
and poisonous gas. After the German invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941, mobile
killing units following in the wake ofthe German Army began shooting massive numbers
of Jews and Gypsies in open fields and ravines on the outskirts of conquered cities and
towns. Eventually the Nazis created a more secluded and organized method of killing
enormous numbers of civilians - six extermination centers were established in occupied
Poland, where large-scale murder by gas and body disposal through cremation were
conducted systematically. Victims were deported to these centers from German-occupied
western Europe and from the ghettos in eastern Europe that the Nazis had established. In
addition, millions died in the ghettos and concentration camps as a result offorced labor,
starvation, exposure, brutality, disease, and execution.

"5. How did the world respond to the Holocaust?
The Untied States and Great Britain as well as other nations outside Nazi Europe received
numerous press reports in the 1930s about the persecution of Jews. By 1942 the
governments of the United States and Great Britain had confirmed reports about ''the final
solution" - Germany's intent to kill all the Jews of Europe. However-influenced by ,
antisemitism and fear of a massive influx of refugees, neither country modified their
refugee policies. Their stated intention to defeat Germany militarily took precedence over
rescue efforts, and therefore no specific attempts to stop or slow the genocide were made
until mounting pressure eventually.forced the United States to undertake limited rescue
efforts in 1944. "

In Europe, rampant antisemitism incited citizens of many German-occupied countries to
collaborate with the Nazis in their genocidal policies. There were, however, individuals
and groups in every occupied nation who, at great personal risk, helped hide those
. targeted l5y the Nazis. One nation, Denmark, saved most of its Jews in a nighttime rescue
operation in 1943 in which Jews were ferried in fishing boats to safety in neutral Sweden.

(By permission of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington D.C.)
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THE HOLOCAUST:
A mSTORICAL SUMMARY

(from Teaching About the Holocaust, a publication ofthe United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)

The Holocaust was the state-sponsored, systematic persecution and annihilation of
~ European Jewry by Nazi Germany and its collaborators between 1933 and 1945. Jews were the
primary victims - six million were murdered; Gypsies, the handicapped, and Poles were also
targeted for destruction or decimation for racial, ethnic, or national reasons. Millions more,
including homosexuals, Jehovah's Witnesses, Soviet prisoners of war, and political dissidents, alsO'
suffered grievous oppression and death under Nazi tyranny.

The concentration camp is most closely associated with the Holocaust and remains an
enduring symbol of the Nazi regime. The first camps opened soon after the Nazis took power in
January 1933; they continued as a basic part of Nazi rule until May 8, 1945, when the war, and
the Nazi regime, ended.

The events of'the Holocaust occurred in two main phases: 1933-1939 and 1939-1945.

I. 1933-1939
On January 30, 1933, Adolf Hitler was named Chancellor, the most powerful position in'

the German government, by the aged President Hindenburg, who hoped Hitler could lead the
nation out of its grave political and economic crisis. Hitler was the leader of the right-wing
National Socialist German Workers Party (called the ''Nazi Party" for short); it was, by 1933, one
of the strongest parties in Germany, even though - reflecting the country's multiparty system - the
Nazis had only wO'na plurality O'f33 percent of the votes in the 1932 elections to' the German
parliament (Reichstag).

Once in power, Hitler moved quickly to' end German democracy. He convinced his
cabinet to' invoke emergency clauses of the Constitution that permitted the suspension of
individual freedoms of press, speech, and assembly. Special security forces - the Special State
Police (the Gestapo), the Storm Troopers (SA), and the Security Police (SS) - murdered or
arrested leaders of opposition political parties (Communists, socialists, and liberals). The
Enabling Act of March 23, 1933, forced through a Reichstag already purged of many political
opponents, gave dictatorial powers to' Hitler.

Also in 1933, the Nazis began to' put into practice their racial ideology. Echoing ideas
popular in Germany as well as most other western nations well before the 1930s, the Nazis
believed that the Germans were "racially superior" and that there was a struggle for survival
between them and "inferior races." They saw Jews, Roma (Gypsies), and the handicapped as a
serious biological threat to' the purity of the "German (Aryan') Race," what they called the
"master race."

Jews, who numbered nearly 600,000 in Germany (less than one percent of the total
population in 1933), were the principal target of Nazi hatred. The Nazis mistakenly identified
Jews as a race and defined this race as "inferior ..." They also spewed hate-mongering propaganda
that unfairly blamed Jews for Germany's economic depression and the country's defeat in World
War 1(1914-1918).

"The term "Aryan" originally referred to' peoples speaking Indo-European languages. The
Nazis perverted its meaning to' support racist ideas by viewing those of Germanic background as
prime examples of Aryan stock, which they considered racially superior. FO'rthe Nazis, the
typical Aryan was blond, blue-eyed, and tall,
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In 1933, new German laws forced Jews to quit their civil service jobs, university and law
court positions, and other areas of public life. In April 1933, a boycott of Jewish businesses was
instituted. In 1935, laws proclaimed at Nuremberg made Jews second-class citizens. These
"Nuremberg Laws" defined Jews not by their religion or by how they wanted to identify
themselves but by the religious affiliation of their grandparents. Between 1937 and 1939, new

A anti-Jewish regulations segregated Jews further and made daily life very difficult for them: Jews
could not attend public schools, go to theaters, cinemas, or vacation resorts, or reside, or even
walk:, in certain sections of German cities.

Also between 1937 and 1939, Jews were forced from Germany's economic life: the Nazis
either seized Jewish businesses and properties outright or forced Jews to sell them at bargain
prices. In November 1938, this economic attack against German and Austrian' Jews changed into
the physical destruction of synagogues and Jewish-owned stores, the arrest of Jewish men, the
destruction of homes, and the rpnrder of individuals. This centrally organized riot (pogram)
became known as Kristallnachtitue ''Night of Broken Glass").

Although Jews were the main target of Nazi hatred, the Nazis persecuted other groups
they viewed as racially or genetically "inferior." Nazi racial ideology was buttressed by scientists
who advocated "selective breeding" (eugenics) to ''improve'' the human race. Laws passed
between 1933 and 1935 aimed to reduce the future number of genetic "inferiors" through
involuntary sterilization programs: about 500 children of mixed (African-German) racial
backgrounds' and 320,000 to 350,000 individuals judged physically or mentally handicapped were
subjected to surgical or radiation procedures so they could not have children. Supporters of
sterilization also argued thatjhe handicapped burdened the community with the costs of their
care. Many of Germany's 30,000 Gypsies were also eventually sterilized and prohibited, along v.

with Blacks, from intermarrying with Germans. Reflecting traditional prejudices, new laws
combined traditional prejudices with the new racism ofthe Nazis which defined Gypsies, by
"race," as "criminal and asocial,"

Another consequence of Hitler's ruthless dictatorship in the 1930s was the arrest of political
opponents and trade unionists and others the Nazis labeled ''undesitables'' and "enemies of the
state." Some five to fifteen thousand homosexuals were imprisoned in concentration camps;
under the 1935 Nazi-revised criminal code, the mere denunciation ofa man as "homosexual"
could result in arrest, trial, and conviction. Jehovah's Witnesses, who numbered 20,000 in
Germany, were banned as an organization as early as April 1933, since the beliefs ofthis religions
group prohibited them from swearing any oath to the state or serving in the German military.
Their literature was confiscated, and they lost jobs, unemployment benefits, pensions, and all
social welfare benefits. Many Witnesses were sent to prisons and concentration camps in Nazi
Germany, and their children were sent to juvenile detention homes and orphanages.

Between 1933 and 1936, thousands of people, mostly political prisoners and Jehovah's

20n March 11, 1938, Hitler sent his army into Austria, and on March 13 the incorporation
(Anschluss) of Austria with the German empire (Reich) was proclaimed in Vienna. Most of the
population welcomed the.Anschluss and expressed their fervor in widespread riots and attacks
against the Austrian Jews numbering 180,000 (90 percent of whom lived in Vienna).

"Ihese children, called ''the Rhineland bastards" by Germans, were the offspring of
German women and African soldiers from French colonies who were stationed in the 1920s in the
Rhineland, a demilitarized zone the Allies established after World War I as a buffer between
Germany and western Europe.
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Witnesses, were imprisoned in concentration camps, while several thousand German Gypsies were
confined in special municipal camps. The first systematic round-ups of German and Austrian Jews
occurred after Kristallnacht, when approximately 30,000 Jewish men were deported to Dachau
and other concentration camps and several hundred Jewish women were sent to local jails. At the
end of 1938, the waves of arrests also included several thousand German and Austrian Gypsies.

Between 1933 and 1939, about half the German Jewish population and more than two-
thirds of Austrian Jews (1938-39) fled Nazi persecution. They emigrated mainly to Palestine, the
United States, Latin America, Shanghai (which required no visa for entry), and eastern and
western Europe (where many would be caught again in the Nazi net during the war). Jews who
remained under Nazi rule were either unwilling to uproot themselves or unable to obtain visas,
sponsors in host countries, or funds for emigration. Most foreign countries, including the United
States, Canada, Britain, and France, were unwilling to admit very large numbers of refugees.

f'

II. 1939-1945
On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland and World War II began. Within days,

the Polish army was defeated, and the Nazis began their campaign to destroy Polish culture and
enslave the Polish people, whom they viewed as "subhuman." Killing Polish leaders was the first
step: German soldiers carried out massacres of university professors, artists, writers, politicians;
and many Catholic priests. To create new living space for the "superior Germanic race," large
segments of the Polish population were resettled, and German families moved into the emptied
lands. Thousands of other Poles, including Jews, were imprisoned in concentration camps. The
Nazis also "kidnapped" as many as 50,000 "Aryan-looking" Polish children from their parents and
took them to Germany to be adopted by German families. Many of these children were later
rejected as not capable of Germanization and sent to special children's camps, where some died of
starvation, lethal injection, and disease.

As the war began in 1939, Hitler initialed an order to kill institutionalized, handicapped
patients deemed "incurable." Special commissions of physicians reviewed questionnaires filled
out by' all state hospitals and then decided if a patient should be killed. The doomed were then
transferred to six institutions in Germany and Austria, where specially constructed gas chambers
were used to kill them. After public protests in 1941, the Nazi leadership continued this
euphemistically termed "euthanasia" program in secret. Babies, small children, and other victims
were thereafter killed by lethal injection and pills and by forced starvation. .

The "euthanasia" program contained all the elements later required for mass murder of
Eutopean Jews and Gypsies in Nazi death camps: an articulated decision to kill, specially trained
personnel, the apparatus for killing by gas, and the use of euphemistic language like "euthanasia"
that psychologically distanced the murderers from their victims and hid the criminal character of
the killings from the public.

In 1940 German forces continued their conquest of much of Europe, easily defeating
Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, and France. On June 22, 1941, the
German army invaded the Soviet Union and by September was approaching Moscow. In the
meantime, Italy, Romania, and Hungary had joined the Axis powers led by Germany and .opposed
by the Allied Powers (British Commonwealth, Free France, the United States, and the Soviet
Union).

In the months following Germany's invasion of the Soviet Union, Jews, political leaders,
Communists, and many Gypsies were killed in mass executions. The overwhelming majority of
those killed were Jews. These murders were carried out at improvised sites throughout the Soviet
Union by members of mobile killing squads (Einsatzgruppen) who followed in the wake of the
invading German army. The most famous of these sites was Babi Yar, near Kiev, where an
estimated 33,000 persons, mostly Jews, were murdered. German terror extended to
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institutionalized handicapped and psychiatric patients in the Soviet Union; it also resulted in the
mass murder of more than three million Soviet prisoners of war.

World War II brought major changes to the concentration camp system. Large numbers
of new prisoners, deported from all German-occupied countries, now flooded the camps. Often
entire groups were committed to the camps, such as members of underground resistance

.• organizations who were rounded up in a sweep across western Europe under the 1941 ''Night and
Fog" decree. To accommodate the massive increase in the number of prisoners, hundreds of new
camps were established in occupied territories of eastern and western Europe.

During the war, ghettos, transit camps, and forced labor camps, in addition to the
concentration camps, were created by the Germans and their collaborators to imprison Jews,
Gypsies, and other victims of racial and ethnic hatred as well as political opponents and resistance
fighters. Following the invasion of Poland, three million Polish Jews were forced into
approximately 400 newly established ghettos, where they were segregated from the rest of the
population. Large numbers of Jews were also deported from other cities and countries, including
Germany, to ghettos in Poland and German-occupied territories further-east.

In Polish cities under Nazi occupation, like Warsaw and Lodz, Jews were confined in
sealed ghettos where starvation, overcrowding, exposure to cold, and contagious diseases killed
tens ofthousands of people. In Warsaw and elsewhere, ghettoized Jews made every effort, often
at great risk, to maintain their cultural, communal, and religious lives. The ghettos also provided
a forced labor pool for the Germans, and many forced laborers (who worked on road gangs, in
construction, or other hard labor related to the German war effort) died from exhaustion or
maltreatment. •• '

Between 1942 and 1944, the Germans moved to eliminate the ghettos in occupied Poland ·
and elsewhere, deporting ghetto residents to "extermination camps" - killing centers equipped
with gassing facilities - located in Poland. After the meeting of senior German government
officials in late January 1942 at a villa in the Berlin suburb ofWannsee, the decision to implement
"the final solution of the Jewish question" became formal state policy, and Jews from western
Europe were also' 'sent to killing centers in the East.

The six killing sites, chosen because of their closeness to rail lines and their location in
semi-rural areas, were at Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinka, Chelmno, Majdanek, and Auschwitz-
Birkenau. Chelmno was the first camp in which mass executions were carried out by gas, piped
into mobile gas vans; 320,000 persons were killed there between December 1941 and March 1943
and between June to July 1944. A killing center using gas vans and later gas chambers operated
at Belzec, where more than 600,000 persons were killed between May 1942 and August 1943.
Sobibor opened in May 1942 and closed one day after a rebellion of the prisoners on October 14,
1943; up to 200,000 persons were killed by gassing. Treblinka opened in July 1942 and closed in
November 1943; a revolt by the prisoners in early August 1943 destroyed much of the facility. At
least 750,000 persons were killed at Treblinka, physically the largest of the killing centers.
Almost all ofthe victims at Chelmno, Belzec, Sobibor, and Treblinka were Jews; a few were
Gypsies. Very few individuals survived these four killing centers, where most victims were
murdered immediately after arrival. '

Auschwitz-Birkenau, which also served as a concentration camp and slave labor camp,
became the killing center where the largest numbers of European Jews and Gypsies were killed.
After an experimental gassing there in September 1941 of250 malnourished and ill Polish
prisoners and 600 Russian paws, mass murder became a daily routine; more than 1.25 million
people were killed at Auschwitz-Birkenau, 9 out of 10 of them Jews. In addition, Gypsies, Soviet
paws, and ill prisoners of all nationalities died in the gas chambers. Between May 14 and July 8,
1944,437,402 Hungarian Jews were deported to Auschwitz in 48 trains. This was probably the
largest single mass deportation during the Hoiocaust. A similar system was implemented at
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Majdanek, which also doubled as a concentration camp and where at least 275,000 persons were
killed in the gas chambers or died from malnutrition, brutality, and disease.

The methods of murder were-the same in all the killing centers, which were operated by
the SS. The victims arrived in railroad freight cars and passenger trains, mostly from ghettos and
camps in occupied Poland, but also from almost every other eastern and western European

~ country. On arrival, men were separated from women and children. Prisoners were forced to
undress and hand over all valuables. They were then driven naked into the gas chambers, which
were disguised as shower rooms, and either carbon monoxide ofZyklon B (a form of crystalline
prussic acid, also used as an insecticide in some camps) was used to asphyxiate them. The
minority selected for forced labor were, after initial quarantine, vulnerable to malnutrition,
exposure, epidemics, medical experiments, and brutality; many perished as a result.

The Germans carried out their systematic murderous activities with the active help oflocal
collaborators in many countries and the acquiescence or indifference of millions of bystanders.
However, there were instances of organized resistance. For example, in the fall of 1943, the
Danish resistance, with the support of the local population, rescued nearly the entire Jewish
community in Denmark from the threat of deportation to the east by smuggling them via a
dramatic boatlift to safety in neutral Sweden. Individuals in many other countries also risked their
lives to save Jews and other individuals subject to Nazi persecution. One of the most famous was
Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish diplomat who led the rescue effort that saved the lives oftens of
thousands of Hungarian Jews in 1944.

Resistance movements existed in almost every concentration camp and ghetto of Europe.
In addition to the armed revolts at Sobibor and Treblinka, Jewish resistance in the Warsaw ghetto
led to a courageous uprising in April-May 1943, despite a predictable doomed outcome because
of superior German force. In general, rescue or aid to Holocaust victims was not a priority of
resistance organizations whose principal goal was to fight the war against the Germans.
Nonetheless, such groups and Jewish partisans (resistance fighters) sometimes cooperated with
each other to save Jews. On April 19, 1943, for instance, members of the National Committee for
the Defense of Jews, in cooperation with Christian railroad workers and the general underground
in Belgium, attacked a train leaving the Belgian transit camp ofMalines headed for Auschwitz and
succeeded in assisting several hundred Jewish deportees to escape.

After the war turned against Germany and the Allied armies approached German soil in
late 1944, the SS decided to evacuate outlying concentration camps. The Germans tried to cover
up the evidence of genocide and deported prisoners to camps inside Germany to prevent their
liberation. Many inmates died during the long journeys on foot known as "death marches."
During the final days, in the spring of 1945, conditions in the remaining concentration camps
exacted a terrible toll in human lives. Even concentration camps never intended for extermination,
such as Bergen-Belsen, became death traps for thousands, including Anne Frank, who died there
of typhus in March 1945.

In May 1945, Nazi Germany collapsed, the SS guards fled, and the camps ceased to exist
as extermination, forced labor, or concentration camps. Some of the concentration camps,
including Bergen-Belsen, Dachau, and Landsberg, all in Allied-occupied Germany, were turned
into camps for displaced persons (Dps), which included former Holocaust victims unable to be
repatriated.

The Nazi legacy was a vast empire of murder, pillage, and exploitation that had affected
every country of occupied Europe. The toll in lives was enormous. The full magnitude, and the
moral and ethical implications, ofthis tragic era are only now beginning to be understood more
fully. - .

(By permission of the 'United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington D.C.)
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·INTRODUCTION TO GOALS, METHOD, & CONCEPTS

GOAL: Students will focus on the triumph of the human spirit in the worst
of times, develop the tools they will mentally need in their own time of
crises, and recognize their own potential for both good and evil through a
study of concept words and their relationship to the Holocaust.

"
LEVEL: The curriculum is appropriate for upper-level Secondary & Advanced Placement
students.

DURATION: The entire curriculum requires approximately one semester. However, it is
designed so teachers may select specific "concepts" from those presented. This enables educators
to focus on the specific needs of their students and determine the amount of time they are able to
devote to the study." '

OBJECTIVES:

1. Students will.focus on selected "concepts" through reading selections, art and video, and apply
insights gained to actual Holocaust accounts and their own lives in a manner that develops
critical/creative thinkingand affective growth.

2. Students will recognize their potential for strength of spirit and their potential for evil in time
of crises and discover why "abnormal reactions are common in abnormal situations"
(Frankl, Viktor. Man's Searchfor Meaning. Boston: Beacon Press; 1992).

3. Students will examine the Holocaust through multiple perspectives and explore the possible
reasoning and feelings of individual views, thereby introducing them to the complexities of life and
the differences in point of view depending on one's place in society. •

4. Students will explore the idea that "good" things happen to "good" people.

5. Students will come to recognize and realize the "individual" behind the staggering number of
people who lost their lives in the Holocaust.

6. Students will encounter Holocaust accounts of courage in survival and investigate the
power of deliberate choice in redefining struggles-as a pathway to inner strength.
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PROCEDURE:

"Shedding Light on theSlmdow" utilizes specific concept words as a vehicle for
bringing a clear and concentrated focus to Holocaust learning. The realm of Holocaust history is

~ multi-faceted and complex -- teaching too much often results in a scattered approach which
overwhelms students and results in little long-term learning. Students can quickly lose sight of
why they are expected to learn so much. The concept words help achieve a convergence of
knowledge resulting in long-term depth oflearning, not short-term breadth. The concept words
also enable students to see connections in their learning to other periods of history and to their
own lives. The concept words are meaningful -they encompass issues students deal with every
day.

The "Shedding Light on the SIimlflW" procedure encourages students to think about
their own individual understanding of the concept word and the meaning it has to their classmates
prior to any interaction with Holocaust resources. Students also consider the concept word
through quotations and various selections which offer additional insights for consideration.
Students are then ready to interact with the Holocaust sources in a manner which extends their
understanding of the material through its relationship to the concept word. •.

Each "Shedding Light on theSltmltJw" Concept Focus section will consist of the
following parts:

1. Introduction of the Concept Word -;rhe Introduction of the Concept Word presents to
students a word selected fo/ its power to elicit internal reflection and nurture affective growth. ..

a. Each student will construct a personal definition for the concept word in writing. This
will be followed by a discussion of the word's meaning involving students in sharing their
individual definitions and the development of a class definition. This definition may be added to
and/or modified and changed at the conclusion of the concept focus. Students should record all
their ideas, personal concept definitions, and free-writing in their own "Shedding Light on the
Shadow" journal which will be used throughout the duration of the study. A composition book
works well for this purpose.

b. Students will read the provided quotations --the educator may choose to use one,
some, or all ofthe provided quotations--and then express what thoughts or ideas come to mind in
free-writing. After ten to fifteen minutes the reflections will be discussed with students sharing
their writing and their reactions to the ideas of others --students are free to add the thoughts of
their classmates which they find interesting or meaningful to their own paper. Another approach
is to allow the students to read all the quotations for the concept and choose one they wish to
address during free-writing.

2. Selections - The Selections include literature, Holocaust selections, primary source
documents, video and art work chosen for their relationship to the concept. A short summary of
each selection has been included in each section for the teacher. Although each selection builds
upon the previous selection. teachers may choose to use one or some of the selections due to time
constraints.

Students read the selection silently, noting sections specifically pertaining to the concept
word, areas of confusion, and passages they find intriguing. Oral reading may be appropriate
depending upon the ability level of students. Videos and art should be viewed with the purpose of
discovering connections to the concept.word.

14



3. Discussion - The Discussion involves students in small group discussion of open-ended,
critical/creative thinking questions concerning the concept selections.

a. Students are placed in small groups and given the list of open-ended questions to
discuss concerning the concept selections. The group then formulates a response to the questions
in writing with one student in each group serving as the discussion leader, one as the scribe -

A recording the group's responses, and one serving as the communicator -vocalizing the responses
during whole-class discussion. .

b. Each group then shares their written responses and receives feedback from the other
groups. Each question is read aloud by the teacher with each group's "communicator" sharing
the group's response. All students are encouraged to interact and discuss areas of agreement,
disagreement, and unique perspective. A "Group Discussion Self-Evaluation Form" is provided at
the end ofthis section to encourage each student to contribute to the group's discussion and

\ encourage the group as a whole.to stay on task. Students should understand the evaluation form
prior to meeting as a group. This ensures that students understand what is expected of them.
Teachers may decide-to apply the points a student earns on the group discussion evaluation
toward hislher final grade. This encourages students to stay on task and also assume the
responsibilities of group leader, scribe, or communicator. Teachers may choose to have groups
meet at the conclusion of each selection or at the conclusion of all selections depending upon time
restrictions and teacher preference.

\

4. "Shedding Light" Writing Prompts - The "Shedding Light" Writing Prompts involve
students in writing which focuses on critical thinking and meshes knowledge and personal
insights.

a. Each student will respond in writing to the "Shedding Light" Writing Prompt of their
choice in a manner that addresses the requirements of the "Shedding Light" Writing Rubric,
provided at the end of this section, OR prompts can be used as discussion test questions.
Teachers may also weight especially difficult questions making them worth more points. Teachers
are encouraged [6 participate in the writing along with their students. Students should have a
clear understanding of the writing rubric prior to the writing assignment and should evaluate
themselves using the rubric at the conclusion of their finished writing. The writing will also be
evaluated by the teacher. Please note that the rubric rating ranges from "1" to "4". However, it is
important to notice that a "3" indicates the student satisfies every requirement of the descriptor -it
is in no way equated with "average." This challenges-and encourages students to go beyond
writing requirements. The "WOW" descriptor for a "4" indicates performance that eludes
description and is, indeed, creative, insightful, and shows inspiration along with superb execution.
It encourages students to raise the standard and exceed the teacher's highest expectations.

.
b. At the conclusion of the evaluation process the prompt responses are discussed, and

each student reads a selected passage or passages from their own writing to share with the group.
Teachers are encouraged to read a passage from their own writing as well.
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Optional CULMINATING ACTIVITY
. Visual Projects

Visual Concept Project - The Visual Concept Projects involve students in the synergetic
merging of insights in a visual format.

At the conclusion of the study students are shown the following Holocaust artist books:
"Holocaust Project: From Darkness to Light" by Judy Chicago and "Light from the Yellow Star"
by Robert O. Fisch. Students are also encouraged to look at Holocaust art available for viewing
on the internet. The following sites are recommended:

http://fcit.coedu.usfed6.lHolocaust/arts/artRespo.htm
http://www.albany.edu/museumlwwwmuseum/holo/
http://lastexpression.northwestern. edu/

Each student will create his/her own "visual" depiction of a selected "oncept word as it.
relates to new insights, and their own lives. The concept selections, quotations, and writing
prompts may serve as an inspiration for the visual project. Students are introduced to the visual
project rubric, provided at the end of this section, which outlines project requirements and
expectations. The visual project involves the student in creative thinking as he/she determines an
effective way to visually portray the concept's truths. This challenge requires a student to draw
upon his/her creativity and knowledge. Although students should be able to select a concept
which they are interested in utilizing, teachers are urged to encourage students to select from all
the concepts so that each is represented in a visual format. The project rubric allows students
many avenues of expression within its perimeters. For instance, a student may decide to visually
portray a quotation and a specific Holocaust selection in the same piece. Students may decide to
utilize collage or photography. They may address the project using any medium that fulfills the
requirements of the rubric. Each student project must be accompanied by a written explanation of
the symbolism in the piece. This is in keeping with both Ms. Chicago's and Dr. Fisch's books.
The project rubric also addresses this writing requirement.

Students share their projects with parents, teachers, and their peers at a "Shedding Light
on the Shadow" Art Exhibit. The projects are grouped according to concept with all "Self-
Deception" projects together, all "Power" projects together, etc .. Each concept area in the
exhibit should have a sign stating the particular concept being addressed to help exhibit viewers
bring what they know to the projects. Each project should be accompanied by the written

.r' explanation from the creator explaining the symbolism in the piece. A "Shedding Light on tire
Shadow" guide book of the exhibit containing introductory background information on the
Holocaust, an explanation of the concepts, and a listing of the works of art and artists is also
valuable for extending the impact of the exhibit. Every effort should be made to publicize the
exhibit and encourage relatives, friends, and community members to see the visual projects.
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CONCEPTS:

The following concepts provide the focus for each section of the curriculum and
encourage students to see relationships in what they are learning to their past learning and daily

.f life.

SELF-DECEPTION - the act or fact of misleading oneself

ACCEPTANCE - favorable reception; approval

SUFFERING - the condition of being in pain

EVIL - morally bad; wrong; sinful; wicked

•• I

ALTRUISM - unselfish devotion to the welfare of others

. POWEg. - strength or force; might

PARADOX - a person or thing that seems to be full of contradictions

FORGIVENESS - the act of giving up resentment for an offense or
wrong

VISION - seeing,the power of perceiving by imagination or by clear
thinking

(The definitions are taken from Ihe World Book Dictionary and have been condensed to
provide a concise and distinct focus to each section of the curriculum.)
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"SHEDDING LIGHT" SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
Self-Evaluator

..
Name~------------------------------------------
Date-------------
Selectionls Discussed: ---------------------------------------------

The purpose of a discussion group is to discover what other people think while you share .
your own thoughts. This is best achieved when the group is focused and individual members are
willing to listen, share, and discuss areas of confusion, agreement and disagreement. Rate
yourselfas a contributor to the discussion and your group's effectiveness as a unit.

Rating Scale: 1 - failed to satisfy discussion requirements
!'..satisfied discussion requirements somewhat
3 - satisfied discussion requirements

1. I contributed to the group discussion.

1 2 3

2. I spoke so everyone in the group could easily hear me.
I••

1 2 3

3. I listened to what others in the group were saying.

1 2 3

4. I allowed others an 'opportunity to share their thoughts and ideas?

1 2 3

5. My discussion group stayed on the topic.

1 2 3.

6. My discussion group made wise use of our time and prepared responses for all
questions.

1 2 3

7. I served my group as leader/scribe/communicator. (2bonus points)

YES NO

TOTAL POINTS: -,-----
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"SHEDDING LIGHT" WRITING RUBRIC

Your Name Concept Word: _

** *Your writing prompt will be scored for the following elements: Insight, Elaboration,
Organization, and Conventions. You are to rate yourself using a pencil, and I will rate your responses
using blue ink. Your score will be the cumulative average of your rating and mine.

1,- INSIGHT: Writing addresses all aspects of the prompt and shows insight that causes the reader to
think.
1 2 3 4

WOW!insufficient writing to
develop prompt

writing speaks in general
terms & fails.to fully
develop prompt

writing goes beyond the
obvious & contains significant
ideas that show thinking

2. ELABORATION: Writing contains evidence supporting your insight and includes well-developed,
vivid and convincing images.
1 2 3 4

WOW!insufficient writing for
elaboration

writing contains
few details

writing contains details
which support insights

3. ORGANIZATION: Writing contains an introduction, conclusion, and a clear focus throughout; the-
body is organized in a logical manner that f.!; easy to understand and successfully presents your
insights in a convincing way.
1 2 3 4

WOW!writing shows
little organization;
lacks clearfocus

writing somewhat
organized and focused;
introduction & conclusion
fail to provide clarity

writing is clear, focused,
logical, & contains an
effective introduction
& conclusion

.
4. CONVENTIONS: Writing is easy to read, free of spelling errors, shows control of language and is
free of grammar and mechanics errors.
1 3 . 4

VERY FEW OR NO ERRORS!contains errors,
that are distracting & confusing

contains some errors,
but they do not interfere
with communication

***PLEASE SELECT A SENTENCE OR SECTION IN YOUR WRITING THAT YOU
BELIEVE IS THE MOST INSIGHTFUL & AND WRITE IT ON THE BACK OF THIS
SHEET. Your chosen selection will be shared with other students during the "Shedding Light"
Writing Prompts Discussion.

CUMULATIVE AVERAGE _

COMMENTS:
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,

•• ,
...the act or fact of misleading oneself

(common definition)

•.

"Real knowledge is to know the extent of one's ignorance."
(Confucius)

(concept focus)
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SELF-DECEPTION
(concept introduction)

"Arbeit Mach Frei." Work brings freedom. The words remain today as the
official greeting to anyone emering Auschwitz I. The neat, brick buildings are
surprising. It somehow looks more like a college campus than a concentration camp.
Just inside the rows ~fbarbed wire there is the place the orchestra played in an attempt to
create a false sense of normalcy as each new train load of humanity arrived. The
majority of those housed here were political prisoners - mainly Poles "oranyone who was
suspected of defying the Reich. They slept in overcrowded, unsanitary conditions, and
sickness was rampant. Food rations were scant, and prisoners were unrecognizable after
several days. Early each morning while it was still dark, prisoners endured a two to three
hour roll call and then marched to work-- work that dehumanizes and breaks the spirit.
"Dig a ditch over here!" ... "Now, fill it up!" The life expectancy for an Auschwitz
inmate was only ninety days. .

Inside one.of these Cell Blocks the visitor can see over 15,000 pounds of women's
hair waiting to be woven into tailor's cloth in German mills -an end never realized "this
time" due to the Allied advance. Another Cell Block houses the "standing cells" which
were about three feet square - no window, only a short door at the bottom where four
inmates crawled in and were held as further punishment for suspected infractions. So
much suffering and misery behind these seemingly neat, brick walls.

The photograph is indeed deceiving. Who would believe what really happened
behind these walls of brick? Is it possible we, too', have our own "neat, brick walls" ...
brick walls that present a respectable image to the world and yet hide the deceptions that
are within brick walls that stand guard and shield us from the perfect truth that seeks
to enter ?
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Concept Word: SELF-DECEPTION - the act or fact of misleading oneself

1. Introduction of the Concept Word: Quotations

''Nothing in the world is more dangerous than a sincere ignorance and conscientious stupidity."
(Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.)

"In Hitler's Germany a particular code was widespread: those who knew did not talk; those who
did not know did not ask questions; those who did ask questions received no answers. In this way the
typical German citizen won and defended his ignorance, which seemed to him sufficient justification of
his adherence to Nazism." (Primo Levi)..

"We don't see things as they are, we see them as we are."
(Unknown)

"Real knowledge is to know the extent of one's ignorance."
(Confucius)

"What the people believe is true." (Anishinabe Native American proverb)
•• ,

"Common sense is the collection of prejudices acquired by age eighteen."
(Albert Einstein)

-
''No one has a perfect view of everything."

.... (Le Ly Hayslip) -

"All the people like us are we, and everyone else is they." (Rudyard Kipling)

2. & 3. Selections and Discussion:

a. "The Lottery" (Shirley Jackson)
Summary: It's time for the annual lottery. However, what initially appears as an accepted small

town tradition proves unbelievably bizarre and frightening. Shirley Jackson's story is effective in
illustrating how culture is perpetuated by involving the young in doing before they are old enough to
understand and question.

http://www.bn/.com/shorts/stories/lotry:html

Selection Discussion Questions:
- Is the Lottery democratic? Defend.
- What role does "Davy" play? What is his purpose for being in the story?
- Does Tessie object to the Lottery? Explain-

.
b. The first half of the video, "The Longest Hatred"
Summary: This video provides a look at the continuing-thread of antisemitism through the
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centuries and clearly shows that active prejudice toward Jews didn't begin with Hitler:

*You may obtain this "free" on loan from the video tape library at:
Holocaust Resource Center
Queensborough Community College
56th Ave & Springfield Blvd. .
Bayside, N.Y. 11364
(718) 225-1617

Selection Discussion Questions
- What most surprised you about this video?
- "The Longest Hatred" leeks back in time at the continuing thread of antisemitism. What

advantages, if any, do you see in "looking back" for historians and students of history who are
researching specific events or time periods in history?

c. "The Poison Mushroom"
Summary: A popular children's book in Germany during the time of Hitler; it was also used in

schools.
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/thumb.htm

•• ,
d. "The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion"
Summary: This document was said to be the confidential minutes of a Jewish plot to take over

the world. The twenty-four sections have been completely discredited and proven to be both a forgery
and a propaganda tool against the Jews.

http://www.igc.apc.org/ddickerson/protocols.html
http://www.adl.orglframes/front_protocols.html
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/ds6.htm ***This site contains an article from "Der

Sturmer" that appeared in July 1933. soon after Hitler took power. The article concerns "The
Protocols" with the last line ofthe article calling {or the extermination of Jews.

e. Part l l from "On the Jews and Their Lies" (Martin Luther)
Summary: Hitler revived interest in this book in a country that was predominately Lutheran and

used it as a propaganda tool. .
http://www.fordham.edu/halsaillsource/luther-jews.htmi

Selection Discussion Questions ( "The Poison Mushroom, " "The Protocols of the Learned
Elders of Zion, " and" On Jews and Their Lies" -Part 11):

- Some have questioned how it was possible for Hitler to implement the Holocaust in a
predominantly Christian nation of educated citizens. How may these documents (The Poison
Mushroom," "The Protocols," & "On the Jews & Their Lies") help explain that question?

- Which of the three documents -"Jhe Poison Mushroom," "The Protocols of the Learned
Elders of Zion," and Part 11 from "On the Jews and Their Lies" --do you believe most influenced
prejudice toward Jews within the German people ? Why?
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- Henry Ford of the Ford Motor Company had the Protocols published in his newspaper along
with articles accusing Jews of weakening America and its culture. He later (after a law suit) publicly
apologized for spreading a lie. Is it possible to undo a lie? What would need to happen in order to
undo a lie? •
~ - Why was it possible for the people to believe such extreme writings as "The Poison
Mushroom" and "The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion"?

4. "Shedding Light" Writing Prompts:

-Explain how "The Poison Mushroom" and the role of "Davy" in Shirley Jackson's story relate
to the perpetuation of prejudice and self-deception within any society. What are some accepted
customs we have in our own country which might seem "strange" to someone from another culture?
Why would they be considered strange?

-Today, with new scientific advances, knowledge can be manipulated and turned into tools-of
destruction. The rapid spread of knowledge through computer networks and the ability to alter the
material being transmitted, demands an enlightened public that question and learn to think for
themselves. What problems can you predict occurring because of this phenomenon, and can anything
be done to ensure truth in knowledge? '

-Is it possible to eliminate your own self-deceptions? Explain.

-
-"There are those who know they don't know, and those who don't know that they don't know;

there are-those who-pretend to know that they do know, and those who pretend to not know that they
do know." Explain this confusing statement of contradictions by giving specific examples that illustrate
the problems inherent in each of the above categories.

-What is "willed ignorance? What is the opposite of ''willed ignorance?" Explain the
advantages and disadvantages of both? •
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favorable reception; approval
(common definition)

"The world is too dangerous to live in -not because of the people who do evil, but because of the
people who stand by and let them." (Einstein)

(concept focus)
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ACCEPTANCE
(concept introduction)

The photograph shows the inside of what served as the women's barracks at .
Birkenau. It is dark and damp and feels like the inside of the tomb it was. The
women were tightly packed inthis space, and the sanitary conditions were
horrendous. The women washed in their morning coffee.

", Today most of the barracks are gone - the years of weather have decayed the
wood and only the foundations and chimneys remain. Each barrack originally was
intended as a stable to be erected somewhere else -a stable that would house eighty
horses. However, the original function was soon forgotten. Each stable at Birkenau
held the lives of 700 women -no windows, only the small window panes near the
ceiling. Rain and snow easily found a way to add to the misery of those inside --no
floor, only the clay-like ground which was muddy even on days of light rain..• '

It is difficult, if not impossible, to imagine living under those conditions. It is ·
troubling to imagine Poles in the nearby village going about the business of living
with such misery so close, and it is overwhelming to know that this scene was
repeated again and again by "good" citizens in villages all over Germany, Poland,
and other couriiries. Did they somehow manage to fmd comfort in the fact that,
while they had done nothing to help their Jewish neighbors, they were being realistic
and were simply accepting a situation they could not change? Would Hitler have
considered this "acceptance" the thinking of the "good" German -a way of thinking
that made "acceptance" a condition of his power to rule?

Most of us would like to think we would have been a rescuer and not a
bystander -not someone whose focus was only the reflection in the mirror.
Unfortunately, most of us can recall too many times when we have played the .
bystander in our own sheltered world. We remember the times we quickly accepted
the inevitable outcome of an uncomfortable situation and failed to get involved
because it was easier not to. We know too well the good we should do, yet failed to
do, because we were "too busy" living the good life.
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Concept Word: ACCEPTANCE - favorable reception; approval

1. Introduction of the Concept Word: Quotations

~ "In Germany they came first for the Communist, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a
Communist. Then they came for the Jews, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Jew. Then
they came for the trade unionist, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a trade unionist. Then
they came for the Catholics, and I didn't speak up because I was a Protestant. Then they came
for me, and by that time no one was left to speak up." (Martin Niemoller, a leader of the
Confessing Church, who voted for the Nazi party only to find himself later in a concentration
camp)

f"

"The world i~too dangerous to live in -not because of the people who do evil, but
because ofthe people who sit back and let it happen." (Einstein)

"The principal that governs the biblical vision of society is, 'Thou shaHnot stand idly by'
when your fellow man is hurting, suffering, or being victimized.' It is because that injunction was
ignored or violated that the catastrophe involving such multitudes occurred. The victims perished
not only because ofthe killers, but also because of the apathy of the bystanders. Those who
perished were victims of Nazism and of s6ciety - though to different degrees. What astonished us •
after the torment, after the tempest, was not that so many killers killed so many victims, but thai"
so few cared about us at all." (Elie Wiesel, survivor)

"Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful
beyond measure." (Unknown)

"Indifference is riot so much a gesture oflooking away -of choosing to be passive -as it is
an active disinclination to feel. Indifference shuts down the human, and does it deliberately, with
all the strength deliberateness demands. Indifference is as determined -and as forcefully muscular
-as any blow." (Cynthia Ozick)

"The penalty good men pay for indifference to public affairs is to be ruled by evil men."
(plato)

"We have failed to :fightfor right, for justice, for goodness; as a result we must :fight
against wrong, against injustice, against evil. We have failed to offer sacrifices on the altar of
peace; thus we offered sacrifices on the altar of war. (Abraham Joshua Heschel)

"One does evil enough when one does nothing good." (German proverb).
"The dead remember our silence. The dead remember our indifference."

(Unknown)
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"Monsters exist, but they are too few in number to be truly dangerous. More dangerous
are the common man, the functionaries ready to believe and to act without asking questions."

(Primo Levi)
"'You will love me, nature,' God said. 'I made you that way. You will obey me, universe. For
you were designed to do so. You will reflect my glory, skies, for that is how you were created.

• But this one will be like me. This one will be able to choose. '"
(from "In the Eye of the Storm" by Max Lucado)

"The cruelty of the enemy would have been incapable of breaking the prisoner; it was the
silence of those he believed to be his friends - cruelty more cowardly, more subtle - which broke
his heart." CElieWiesel)

f'

"We are told that at one time Rabbi Hayyim wished to have a glimpse of men's hearts and
test their opinions of'themselves. He called some passerbys into his house and asked each one:
"Suppose you found a purse full of gold pieces, would you return it to its rightful owner?"
"Without doubt, I would do so right away provided, of course, I knew who the owner was," the
first one answered. "Fool," said the rabbi. Turning to another with the same"question, he was
told: "Of course, not. I am not so stupid as to let a windfall like this out of my hands. " "You
scoundrel," the rabbi exclaimed. A third man, free of delusion and malice, replied: "How can I
possibly know, rabbi, what I••would be lik<;then? Would I be able to conquer the evil inclination?
Or would the evil urge overcome me and make me take what belongs to another? I do not know. •
But if the Holy One, blessed be He, strengthened me against the evil inclination, I would restore
the find." "Your words are beautiful," the Zanser Rebbe marveled, ''you are wise indeed."

. (John M. Oesterreicher)
"".

Z.& 3. Selections and Discussion:

a. "The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas" (Ursula LeGuin) from The Winds
Twelve Questions
Summary: Ornelas is a perfect utopia where everyone enjoys complete and total happiness.

It seems too good to be true ...and it is. Each resident, however, learns the price of their ,
contentment when they open the door to the cellar room. Now what?

http://www.rohan.sdsu.edu/facultyldunnweb/rpmts.omelas.html

Selection Discussion Questions:
- How do the people deal with their feelings of guilt?
- How might our own lives be analogous to the residents of Ornelas?
- Explain the sentence: "They know that they, like the child, are not free."
- Are we meant to admire the ones who walk away from Ornelas? Explain.
- Explain the following quotation from the story: "...to praise despair is to condemn

delight, to embrace violence is to lose hold of everything else."

b. "You Onlookers" (Nelly Sachs) from Art from the Ashes, a Holocaust Anthology
(Lawrence Langer)
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You onlookers
Whose eyes watched the killing.
As one feels a stare at one's back
You feel on your bodies
The glances of the dead.

How many dying eyes will look at you
When you pluck a violet from its hiding place?
How many hands be raised in supplication
In the twisted martyr-like branches
Of old oaks? "
How much memory grows in the blood
Of the 'evening sun?
o the unsung cradlesongs
In the night cry of the turtledove -
Many a one might have plucked stars from the sky,
Now the old well must do it for them!

You onlookers,.. '
You who raised no hand in murder,
But who did not shake the dust
From your longing,
You who halted there, where dust is changed
. To light. '"

Selection Discussion Questions:
(-Why do ''the onlookers" see troubling images in common objects?
-There were those in the Holocaust who gave the orders; there were those who took

children from their mother's arms; there were those wno closed the gas chamber doors; there
were those who shot the helpless; and there were those who turned their back and said nothing.
Are there "degrees" of guilt? Explain.

-Explain the phrase: "You who halted there, where dust is changed to light."

c. "The Hangman" (Maurice Ogden)
Summary: The onlooker in this poem is the Hangman's ideal spectator who

becomes the final victim.
(http://www.cybercomm.net/~executor/hangman.html)

Selection Discussion Questions:
-Explain the Hangman's riddle at the beginning ofthe poem.
-Why didn't the people stop the Hangman?
-Why did the gallows grow bigger and bigger?
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4. "Shedding Light" Writing Prompts:

-Is the misery of one a fair price for the happiness of thousands?

-Which, in your opinion, is worse -to know to do good and not do it, or to do evil?
Defend your answer.

- Explain the following quote as it relates to your life: "Our deepest fear is not that we are .
inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure."

-Why are we so often indifferent?

"
- Is conforming the same as acceptance? Consider the following quote by C. P. Snow as

it relates to the dangers of obedience and acceptance: "When you think ofthe long and gloomy
history of man, you find more hideous crimes have been committed in the name of obedience than
have ever been committed in the name of rebellion." Is acceptance the same.thing as blind
obedience? Do you agree or disagree with Snow's statement?

- On the wall of the U. S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington D.C. there is a
quotation by Israeli historian Yahuda Bauer which states: "Thou shalt not be a victim. Thou shalt
not be a perpetrator. Above all, thou shalt not be a bystander." Do you agree or disagree with:
this statement? Why?
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the condition of being in pain
(common definition)

"...but people who cannot suffer can never grow up, can never discover who they are. That man
who is forced each day to snatch his manhood, his identity, out of the fire of human cruelty that
rages to destroy it knows, ifhe survives his effort, and even ifhe does not survive it, knows
something about self and human life that no school on earth - and indeed, no church - can teach.
He achieves his own authority, and that is unshakeable. This is because, in order to save his life,
he is forced to look beneath appearances, to take nothing for granted, to hear the meaning behind
the words. If one is continually surviving the worst that life can bring; whatever it brings must be
borne. And at this level of experience one's bitterness begins to be palatable, and hatred becomes
too heavy a sack to carry."

(James Baldwin)
(concept focus)
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SUFFERING
(concept introduction)

The Cell Blocks at Auschwitz contain the belongings of countless Jewish
victims imposing a glimpse of reality to numbers too large to comprehend. There
are masses of suitcases carefully labeled in bold letters making it easier for the
hopeful, but hopeless owners to reclaim, there are eyeglasses stolen to improve the
sight of other eyes, and there are hairbrushes still grasping the strands of red and
brown. All these "things," these human everyday "things"are still at Auschwitz
-can still be seen and touched ...all these reminders of lives lost, dreams unrealized.
Reminders that overwhelm today's visitors as they quietly look on what is difficult.
to see.

The baby's shoes in this photograph did not find company in the massive
mountain of other shoes in the Cell Block. They were in a wooden display case
along with a few garments belonging to a small child. It is impossible to accept that
someone could take the life of the child that played in these shoes. Those entering
the gas chambers, thinking they were taking a shower, were told to hang up their
clothes as well as their shoes. If you try, you can imagine the mother lovingly tying
together her small child's shoes hoping for what she rnusthave known was
impossible. Perhaps you can even visualize her holding the child to her heart
reassuring him that he was loved and would be safe.

It is difficult for us to conceive of a place that lonely and dark. Yet,
throughout history suffering has remained part of the human condition. Suffering is
an universal bond that each experiences in a shared isolation. Perhaps this is
because it is impossible for us to completely relate to anyone's suffering but our
own. Possibly the essence of suffering is something more than physical pain -maybe
it is a vacuum, a place of feeling completely alone even in the midst of a multitude,
with no one, nothing, not even hope ... much like that baby's shoes.
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Concept Word: SUFFERING - the condition of being in pain

1. Introduction of the Concept Word: Quotations

~ "An abnormal reaction to an abnormal situation is normal behavior." (Viktor Frankl)

"Why didn't the Jews do something? To survive under these circumstances where there
are no options is "doing something." (from "Social Education," Volume 59, Number 6)

"What is most personal is most universal." (Henri Nouwen)

"If there is a meaning in'life at all; then there must be a meaning in suffering."
(Viktor Frankl)

"Written in Pencil in the Sealed Railway-Car"
by Dan Pagis

here in this carload
I am eve

with abel my son
if you see my other son

cain son ofman
tell him...

••

"When you come to the edge of all the light you know, and are about to step off into the
darkness ofthe uhknown, faith is knowing one of two things will happen: There will be something
solid to stand on, or you will be taught how to fly." (Barbara Winter)

"People are like stained glass windows. They sparkle and shine when the sun is out, but
when the darkness sets in, their true beauty is revealed only if there is light from within."

(Elizabeth Kubler Ross)

"God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change
the things I can; and the wisdom to know the difference." (The Serenity Prayer - A.A.)

"Suffering is the origin of consciousness." (Dostoyevsky)

"If heaven was full of paper and the oceans full of ink - I could not express my pain."
(words spoken by a boy at Auschwitz)

"...but people who cannot suffer can never grow up, can never discover who they are.
That man who is forced each day to snatch his manhood, his identity, out of the :fireof human
cruelty that rages to destroy it knows, if he survives his effort, and even ifhe does not survive it,
something about self and human life that no school on earth - and indeed, no church - can teach.
He achieves his own authority, and that is unshakeable. This is because, in order to save his life,
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he is forced to look beneath appearances, to take nothing for granted, to hear, the meaning behind
the words. If one is continually surviving the worst that life can bring; whatever it brings must be
borne. And at this level of experience one's bitterness begins to be palatable, and hatred becomes
too heavy a sack to carry."

(James Baldwin)

"Your pain is the breaking of the shell that encloses your understanding."
(Kahlil Gibran)

"And the Lord said unto Cain: ...the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto Me from the
ground." (Genesis 4:9-10)

f'

In Munich on April 15-16, 1946, after the defeat of Nazi Germany, the Passover was
celebrated by survivors of the concentration camps. A survivor who was there said that when it
came time for the young to ask the Questions (a traditional part of the Passover), the survivor
celebrants, becoming aware that there were no children present, fell silent, weeping, until one man
began the asking and all the rest joined in. (from "A Survivors' Haggadah" edited by Saul
Touster)

2. & 3. Selections and Discussion: I

a. "The Middle Passage" (Tom Feelings)
Summary: This wonderful book contains striking images of those who were taken from

their homes in Africa and portrays the agonies of the "Middle Passage." The author/illustrator,
Tom Feelings, states: "I am a storyteller in picture form, who tries-to reflect and interpret the lives
and experiences ofthe people that gave me life." His efforts provide a very effective vehicle for
experiencing the suffering of the Middle Passage in a visceral way.

Selection Discussion Questions:
. -Which image in Tom Feelings' book do you teel best illustrates the suffering of those

who endured the Middle Passage? Why? Which image did you find to be the most powerful?
Explain.

-The suffering of another is completely beyond our total comprehending; however, .
throughout history and even today the sufferings of the oppressed have shared many common
elements. For instance, separation from family and loved ones. What elements of suffering do
you see in Feeling's illustrations that seem to be universal?

- Feelings, in his introduction, states: "My struggle to tell this African story, to create this
artwork as well as live creatively under any conditions and survive; as my ancestors did,
embodies my particular heritage in this world. As the blues, jazz, and the spirituals teach, one
must embrace all of life, both its pain and joy, creatively. Knowing this, L we, may be
disappointed, but never destroyed. " .What does it mean to embrac.e all of life? What do you
think Feelings means by living creatively?

b. "Grave of the Fireflies" (Roger Ebert stated that this Japanese animated film -with
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English subtitles --was one of the most powerful films he'd ever seen. It is available on the
internet at Barnes and Noble, and Amazon.)

Summary: It is late in the Second World War, and there is a young Japanese boy sitting
on the floor of a train station. He faints, then dies. The janitors, while cleaning, point out the dead,

• and approach the young boy. One ofthe janitors takes a tin container from the boy's pocket, a
container, supposedly for fruit candy. He opens it and finds an ashy substance -not knowing what
to make of it, he pitches it outside into a field. Startled by the container, a swarm of:firetlies rise
from the grass, and the spirit of the boy and his sister appear among the insects, and their story is
told. We "re-live" the lives of two young children, Seita, and Setsuko who are 14 and 4 years old
respectively. The re-telling ofthe story begins with the:fire bombing oftheir town, Kobe. From
then on, you see how the two of them deal with their sufferings.

f'

Selection Discussion Questions:
-What is the connection between "survival" and "suffering" as seen in this film? Is one

possible without the other? Explain.
-Explain the suffering imposed on the children by the aunt. Was her altitude

understandable or reprehensible?
-Critics have said that animation was the right choice for telling this story because the lack

of visual realism and the special effects we see in today's movies encourages the viewer to
concentrate on the essence of the story. It allows our imagination more play to merge the
characters with our own associations. Do you agree? Explain.

-Do you think suffering is harder for children or adults? Explain .
.

c. "Witness - Images of Auschwitz, " illustrations by David Olere (survivor of
Auschwitz) & text by his son, Alexandre Oler

Summary: David Olere was assigned as a laborer to the gas chambers (he is one of the few
Sonderkommando to survive) from 1943-1945 and sawall the horrors that took place there. No
photographer ever recorded what went on in the gas chambers. As soon as he was liberated,
Olere began to sketch scenes, portraits, and diagrams from memory. His images constitute the
only visual record of much of what went on at Auschwitz and were used by those charged with
investigating the Holocaust. His images are frightening and repel the viewer; they should only be
seen by older students (the teacher may wish to screen the images). The text is also compelling
and is based upon Olere's memoirs. Elie Wiesel's quote on the book's jacket speaks to the power
of this work: "Survivor's testimonies are special. They stem from a powerful desire to bear .
witness, to keep their loved ones from being murdered a second time. I consider this
documentation essential to understanding the Holocaust."

Selection Discussion Questions:
- Olere' s images are extremely graphic -beyond human comprehension. Do you think he

went too far and sensationalized the inhumane suffering of the victims thereby removing all shreds
of dignity, or do you feel the horrors cried to be revealed? Explain.

- How does Olere seem to mesh the esthetic and artistic with the historic and scientific?
- In his paintings he himself is sometimes present as a ghostly face, floating in the

background, a silent, pained witness observing the inhuman 'Scenes that could not ever be erased
from his memory. Why do you think he included images of himself in so many ofhis paintings?
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d. "None of Us Will Return" from AUSCHWITZ AND AFTER (Charidtte Deibo)
Summary: Charlotte Delbo and her husband were non-Jews arrested in Paris as they

prepared to distribute anti-Nazi leaflets. He was executed and she was sent to Auschwitz and
then Ravensbruck. "None of Us Will Return" is a memoir about her experiences in Auschwitz.

~ Through vignettes, poems, and prose she effectively takes us into the horror of hunger, thirst,
abuse, fatigue, and hopelessness. Her account is chilling and so vivid one can taste the dust and
smell the sweat. Her descriptions are haunting and bring the reader close to edge.

Selection Discussion Questions:

-What does Delbo mean in the opening quotation: "Today, I am not sure that what I
wrote is true. I am certain it is truthful. "?

-In the chapter entitled "Arrivals, Departures" explain the following: "They do not know
there is no arriving in this station. "

"-- Delbo's writing at times seems to focus on hands:

"Her hand ...her fingers are opening, I'm sure of it.' The fingers open slowly, the
snow blooms like a discolored sea anemone. "

"And her hand writhed toward us in a desperate call for help. The hand falls
back - a faded mauve star upon the snow. "

Why do you think she seemed to ~otice especially the hands ofthe dying?

- Explain this statement in the chapter called "Roll-Call": "One does not live in
expectation of death. One expe.cts it: "

- Time seems to have been in another dimension for Delbo. She repeatedly refers to time
in marty of the selections. She states: "We are in a place where time is abolished" What other
aspects did time seem to hold only iIJ.the camps?

- Delbo's memoir repeatedly stresses the importance of "others" to her survival and relates
many specific instances of how "others" helped relieve her suffering. Which incident did you find
the most memorable? Why?

4. "Shedding Light" Writing Prompts:

-Why do you think that many of those who have suffered seem more compassionate and
loving than those who have not suffered?

-It has been said that "suffering smashes to pieces the complacency of our normal fictions
about reality." Explain.
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-Consider these two statements by Holocaust survivor, Viktor Frankl:
a. "Even though conditions such as lack of sleep, insufficient food, and various

mental stresses may suggest that the inmates were bound to react in certain
ways, in the final analysis it becomes clear that the sort of person the
prisoner became was the result of an inner decision, and not the result of
camp influence alone."

b. "When we are no longer able to change a situation we are challenged to change
ourselves. "

Why is the initial and natural human reaction in the midst of intense suffering usually
despair or bitterness? What must happen before the sufferer can let go of those feelings
and come to see suffering in the manner of a Viktor Frankl?.-
- In Primo Le..vi'sbook, "Survival in Auschwitz", he describes the following incident:

"Driven by thirst, I eyed ajine icicle outside the window, within hand's reach. I
opened the window and broke off the icicle but at once a large, heavy guard
prowling outside brutally snatched it away from me. 'Warum?' I asked him in my
poor German. 'Hier ist kein warum' (there is no why here), he replied, pushing
me inside with a shove. "

•• I

Does understanding ''why'' ease the burden of human suffering? If so, how? Discuss the
connection between senseless suffering and questions without answers -"Hier ist kein warum .."

- Read the following poem by Polish poet and Nobel Prize winner Wislawa Szymborska
and discuss the role of "luck" in adding to the suffering of Holocaust victims and survivors.

http://www.engiish.upenn.edu/-traister/szymborska.html
It could have happened.
It had to happen.
It happened earlier. Later.
Nearer. Farther off.
It happened, but not to you.
You were saved because you were the first.
You were saved because you were the last.
Alone. With others.
On the right. The left.
Because it was raining. Because of the shade.
Because the day was sunny.
You were in luck - there was aforest.
You were in luck - there were no trees.
You were in luck - a rake, a hook, u beam, a brake,
A jamb, a turn, a-quarter-inch, an instant ...
So you're here? Still dizzy from
another dodge, close shave, reprieve?
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One hole in the net and you slipped through?
I couldn't be more shocked or
speechless.
Listen, .
how your heart pounds inside me.

f'

•• I
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•• I

morally bad; wrong; sinful; wicked
(common definition)

"...even as the holy and the righteous cannot rise beyond the highest which is in each one of you,
so the wicked and the weak cannot faIl lower than the lowest which is in you also."

(from "The Prophet" by Kahlil Gibran)

(concept focus).
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EVIL
(concept introduction)

The visitor to Auschwitz is at first puzz1ed by the tightly boarded windows
and doors of Cell Block 10,-windows and doors that have refused admittance even
to sunlight for many years now. No one may enter this particular Cell Block, and no
one may look inside, Cell Block 10 was the place of torture under the guise of
medical experimentation. The horror stories of Josef Mengele and Cell Block 10
are well documented -not by historians, but by the very perpetrators themselves. .
The crimes are real. They were reality to countless prisoners. Cell Block 10 was
the place women were sterilized using methods beyond reason. The torment was
incomprehensible, but eyen more incomprehensible is the realization that the Nazis
actually photographed such cruelty. Many photographs and films serve as silent··
witnesses that scream of the persecution of countless Jews. One such photograph.
shows a young woman whose femur was removed, only to allow the healing process
to begin and then have the bone reinserted. One photograph out of hundreds. One
life out of millIons. -

We refuse to believe such evil is common to man, but the images from Cell
Block 10 fill us with fear. We look around and even today the images we see are
troubling. Why are so many movies full of blood and depravity? Why do the lyrics
of some rock CD's contain words of such intense violence that a warning label is
required? Why do we stayed glued to the television to watch minute by minute
coverage of the Oklahoma City bombing (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma - April 19,
1995) or the Columbine shootings (Littleton, Colorado - April 20, 1999)? Does the
coverage change, or is it a steady diet of the same thing over and over and over
again -a glimpse into the products of evil? Curiosity? The need to know? Or...are
we drawn to the evil in violence and the anguish of others? That question alone is
troubling.

God, help us to board up the evil within ourselves ...
But God, give us the courage to enter, and look inside ...
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Concept Word: EVIL -morally bad; wrong; sinful; wicked

1. Introduction ofthe Concept Word: Quotations:

"Scratch a saint, a villain bleeds." (Unknown)

"...there are two races of men in this world, but only these two - the "race" of the decent
man and the "race" of the indecent man. Both are found everywhere; they penetrate into all
groups of society. No group consists entirely of decent or indecent people. In this sense, no
group is of "pure race" - and therefore one occasionally found a decent fellow among the camp
guards." (Viktor Frankl)

"Throughout history, societies stand by, time and time again, helpless, naive, or self-
righteous, as human life becomes expendable; throughout history, death or murder are condoned
or justified by mass inaction; boundaries of ethics are extended under the guise of morality to
accept the unthinkable; societal desensitization evolves as a means of personal survival and reason
never did have a hand... "

Throughout history, people have sought ways of identifying themselves by excluding
others. Competition celebrates the individual or the few beyond the well-being of the whole.
Race, religion, performance, or socioeconomic status decides who is valid in society and who is
not. The natural imperfection of human nature is forever measured and made conditional.

. -- ~
Moreover, we humans cling to the traditional for the sake of stability, security, and

continuity. We preserve kings beyond their time and create deities where none exists to validate
our mores. Whichever way the trend, the perceived safety depends on our general adherence to
the social norm. We bow to authority for its own sake sometimes, out offear, confusion, or
apathy. Doubt in our own abilities or acceptance of the status quo permits us to blind ourselves
to questionable or inadequate leadership. We evade our personal responsibility.

We naturally assume that society's members in some manner reflect it as a whole. Given
the differences among people it should be no surprise that many interpretations will develop from
a seemingly equal premise. These many interpretations are not themselves the problem; it is our
failure to understand and appreciate them that compromises the individual's sense of security and
peaceful coexistence with his neighbor."

(from "The Secret Language of Eating Disorders" by Peggy Claude-Pierre)

"A moderately bad man knows he is not very good: a thoroughly bad man thinks he is all
right. This is common sense really. You understand sleep when you are awake, not while you are
sleeping." (C. S. Lewis)
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"...even as the holy and the righteous cannot rise beyond the highest which is in each one
of you, so the wicked and the weak cannot fall lower than the lowest which is in you also."

(from "The Prophet" by Kahlil Gibran)

"We are each of us responsible for the evil we may have prevented."

(James Martineau)

2. & 3. Selections and Discussion:

f'

a. "Desiree's Baby" (Kate Chopin)

Summary: A young plantation owner marries and has a child with features of the slave
race. This tragic story has a surprise ending that suggests prejudice, driven by fear, may be the
root of the worst and perhaps all evil.

http://www.inform.umd.edulEdReslReadingRoomlFictioniChopinidesirees-baby

Selection Discussion-Questions: I

-Define the "source" of evil in this selection. Explain.

-Why is Desiree the last ~o notice that the child is not white?

-Did Armand know about the letter before he removed it from the desk at the end ofthe
story?' Justify yo'tir answer.

-1.5 million Jewish children perished in the Holocaust for no other reason than that they
were Jewish. Armand rejected his own child for no other reason than the baby had the features of
a race he hated. What do you think occurs in the thinking of person who feels such intense hatred
toward an innocent child -even their own child?

b. the movie, "The Killing Fields" (available on video)

Summary: This movie is the story Dith Pran and the Cambodian Holocaust in which 2
million Cambodians died by starvation, torture or execution during the reign of the Khmer Rouge.

***Students will need background information prior to viewing the video.

http://www.dithpran.orglkillingtields.htm

http://www.cambodian.com!dithpran/

Selection Discussion Questions:

- Consider the following quote by Dith Pran whose life is portrayed in "The Killing
Fields": "I'm a one-person crusade. I must speak for those who did not survive and for those
who still suffer. Since coming to America, I have visited Cambodia three times to evaluate the
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ongoing Cambodian crisis. The problems Cambodia faces are not only political but also
economical and social. The Khmer Rouge have brought Cambodia back to year zero and that's
why I'm trying to bring the Khmer Rouge leaders to the World court. Like one of my heroes,
Elie Wiesel, who alerts the world to the horrors of the Jewish holocaust, I try to awaken the

• world to the holocaust of Cambodia for all tragedies have universal implications." 1. What do
you think Dith Pran means when he says, "...all tragedies have universal implications?" 2.
Although there were others speaking of the atrocities of the Khmer Rouge, Pran calls himse!f"a
one-person crusade." Why?

- Dith Pran was asked in an interview: "For you, the memories of what happened over
there-- the killingfields-- are they still alive in your mind? And if so, how?"

He responded: "They are still alive to me day and night. When I'm too busy, I can try to,.
forget a little bit, but if I have nothing to do, it bothers me so much because my mind goes back
and forth. And. .. it is because what I went through, it's unbelievable what they did to the
Cambodian people. And my mind is sometimes very sad at why they did this to their own people.
You know, this is not a different race, it's the same race, same people. And they (the Khmer .
Rouge) just believed different from us." Is there a deeper meaning of "different" -a meaning
that creates the possibility and the reality of the "Killing Fields" and the Holocaust? Explain.

c. "Tunes for Bears to Dance TfJ" (Robert Cormier)

Summary: This short novel provides an insight into evil that forces the reader to look in
the mirror. Henry befriends Mr. Levine, a survivor ofthe Holocaust, who lovingly carves a
replica of the destroyed village in which he lived. However, Henry's friendship and sense of right
and wrong are tested by the evil Mr. Hairston who manipulates and forces Henry into an
impossible and t~ITifyingposition. The lesson Henry learned is one we all need.

Selection Discussion Questions:

-Why did Mr. Hairston really want Henry to smash the village?

-What does Henry's prayer at the end of the selection indicate he learned from the
incident?

-What is the significance of the title? What message does the title have for the reader?

d. "Nighifather" (Carl Friedman)
Summary: The thoughts of an eight-year-old girl, the child of a Holocaust survivor, help

the reader understand the "residue of evil" as her father's ordeal radiates into her own life. This
book is short, well-written, and easy to read, however it contains meaningful symbolism while
relating the evils perpetrated against millions in a personal manner ..
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Selection Discussion Questions:

- Read the poem "The Diameter of the Bomb" by Yehuda Amicahi (which can be found at
http://~.greatbooks.org/soullsample.html ) and explain how it relates to ''Nightfather.''

- Why does the author choose to use a very young girl as the narrator?..
- Which chapter (give the chapter's title) do you feel most vividly portrays the worst of

evil? Why?

4. "Shedding Light" Writing Prompts:

f'

-Martin Luther King Jr. said: "If one is rejected because he is uneducated, he can at least
be consoled by the fact that it may be possible for him to get an education. If one is rejected
because he is low on the economic ladder, he can at least dream of the day that he will rise from
his dungeon of economic deprivation. If one is rejected because he speaks with an accent, he can
at least, ifhe desires, work to bring his speech in line with the dominant group. If, however, one
is rejected because of his color, he must face the anguishing fact that he is being rejected because
of something in himself that cannot be changed. All prejudice is evil, but the prejudice that rejects
a man because of the color ofhis skin is the most despicable expression of man's inhumanity to
man." What do you think is the most despicable expression of man's inhumanity to man? Justify
your answer.

-Explain the following quote from Viktor Hugo's novel, "Les Miserables": "Probity,
sincerity, candorrconviction, the idea of duty are things that, when in error, can turn hideous, but
- even though hideous - remain great; their majesty, peculiar to the human conscience, persists in
horror. They are virtues with a single vice -error .... Nothing could be more poignant and terrible
than this face, which revealed what might be called all the evil of good."

- Explain this statement by Abraham Heschel: "All of history is a sphere where good is
mixed with evil. The supreme task of man, his share in redeeming the work of creation, consists in
an effort to separate good from evil and evil from good."

- What is the connection between evil and survival in extreme circumstances? Does
survival alter the normal definition of evil? Explain.
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VI
f'

unselfish devotion to the welfare of others;
rooted in the Latin alter, meaning "other"

(common definition)

"Whoever saves one life, it is as though hesaves the whole universe." (the Talmud)
(concept focus)

53



ALTRUISM
(concept introduction)

Hitler set out to completely annihilate each and every Jew in Europe.
Unfortunately, when we lobk at the Jewish population in Eastern Europe before the
war and after the war, it is apparent that he almost succeeded. Prior to the war, ten
percent of Poland's population was Jewish -90 percent of which perished in the
Holocaust. In Krakow which had a population of over 225,000 Jews before the..
war, today there are only about 100, and most of them are elderly. Those that
survived the camps returned home to fmd their houses inhabited by others who
were unwilling to return them to their rightful owner. They also discovered that the
loved ones they hoped were searching for them were gone forever. , .

Many who survived were spared due to the. courageous efforts of those who
refused to look away. They_were saved by caring individuals who composed less
than one percent of the population of eastern Europe. They were saved by those
who saw their-own face and the faces of those they loved-reflected in the eyes of a
stranger. The names of some rescuers, especially Oskar Schindler, are known by
many. However, it was often the compassion of nameless, ordinary people that
gave hope to those they protected -a hope that went beyond the physical and said,
"Someone cares about you." C

This photograph, taken inside the synagogue in Budapest, Hungary, shows a
brilliant stained glass window with the Star of David repeated in its design. The
rays of color seem to celebrate the resilience of the Jewish people and the joy of
life. Imagine how this window would look at night instead of during the day. No
color, no light, no message of hope, no celebration. Would its blindness seem to
mourn for a people lost and grieve the absence of humanity in man?

Self-giving or egoism -it's our choice. One gives light and enhances the joy
of life; the other is much like stained glass in the dark. ..
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time, he was throwing them back into the water. I was quite puzzled by his behavior, and as I
approached the boy I said, "Good evening, young man. I was wondering what you are doing."

"I'm throwing these starfish back into the ocean. You see, it's low tide right now and all
of these starfish have been washed up onto the shore. IfI don't throw them back into the sea,

i they'll die from lack of oxygen."
"I understand," I replied, "but there must be thousands of starfish on this beach. You

can't possibly get to all of them. There are simply too many. And don't you realize this is
probably happening on hundreds of beaches all up and down this coast. Can't you see that you
can't possibly make a difference?"

. The young boy smiled, bent down and picked up yet another starfish, and as he threw it
back into the sea he replied, "Made a difference to that one!" (Loren Eisely)

f'

"Whoever saves one life, it is as though he saves the whole universe." (the Talmud)

"We live by the conviction that acts of goodness reflect the hidden light of his holiness.
His light is above our minds, but not beyond our will. It is within our power .to mirror his
unending love in deeds of kindness, like brooks that hold the sky." (Abraham Joshua Heschel)

...speaking of the universal practice in the camps among prisoners to prop up inmates
unable to stand so they would not be beaten or shot: "Turning my face slightly over to the right,
I saw the unconscious body of Feder weiss propped up straight, squeezed tightly between the
bodies of the two men in front and behind him. The man in the rear held him up by his trousers,
while the one in front pushed his back on Federweiss's chest to prevent him from dropping.
They kept these positions forquite a while - indeed until the S.S. man and the Blockaeltester ...
were at a safe distance." (S. B. Unsdorfer from "The Yellow Star")

2. & 3. Selections and Discussion:

a. The movie "Gandhi" (available on video)
Summary: This film documents the altruistic efforts of Gandhi for the peoples of his

country and shows the power of one.

Selection Discussion Questions:
-What was the substance of Gandhi's altruism? How would you explain his methods for

achieving his ultimate goal to someone who had never heard of him?
-Gandhi became a political figure who was revered and well-known. Is it possible to be

both famous and altruistic? Is being famous an asset to altruism or a hindrance?
-Why does courage seem to be a vital part of Gandhi's altruism? Is courage a component

of all altruism? Explain.

b. The 1962 movie "To .Kill a ¥ockingbird" (available on video)
Summary: This classic film illustrates many ofthe truths in "The Altruistic Personality"
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by Oliner and Oliner as it shows the impact a seemingly ordinary but altruistic father (Atticus)
has on his children, Jem and Scout, and on those considered "different."

Selection Discussion Questions:
- Why is the character, Atticus Finch, an example of altruism? What makes him

"different" from others? '
- Explain how Atticus's relationship and manner of parenting his children, Jem and Scout,

may serve to instill altruism within them as they become adults.

c. selected passages from "The Altruistic Personality" (Samuel P. Oliner and Pearl
M. Oliner)

-"We are now called 'Righteous Gentiles' or even sometimes 'heroes.' We very much
object to this title, and I can tell you why. One day there was an air raid on the German barracks
near our house, some five kilometers away. My husband happened to be there ... When it was
over, the barracks were very badly hit. A German soldier came running out with his head
practically destroyed. He was bleeding heavily and was obviously in shock. [Ie was running in.
panic. My husband saw that within minutes he would fall down and bleed to death. So my
husband put him on his bicycle - without thinking about it - and brought him to the
commandant's house. He put him on the step, rang the bell, waited to see the door open, and
left. Later some of our friends and people- who were hiding with us heard about it and said: 'You
are a traitor because you helped the enemy.' My husband replied: 'No, the moment, the man
was badly wounded, he was not an enemy anymore, but simply a human being in need.' As little
as we could accept the title of 'traitor,' so little can we accept the title of 'hero' for things we did
to help Jewish people. We just helped people who were in need." (p. 228)

. -Those w.ho had Jewish friends would be more likely to be interested in understanding
what was going on ... Rescuers' greater awareness of Jews generally may have been partly due to
their greater tendency to have personal friendships with Jews. (pages 114 & 115)

-The important difference between them (rescuers and non-rescuers) centered on concern
with economic competence - job skills, the value of hard work, and economic prudence ...
Emphasis on economic competence can be conducive'to a materialistic view of life, often
fostering a tendency to allow criteria of economic usefulness to dominate relationships. Less
tangible concerns, feelings, abstract ideas and moral issues are more likely to be considered a
waste oftime ... Materialistic considerations played no role in our rescuers' decisions to help.
That it did for many others who helped Jews is noted in survivor accounts ... The fact that it did
not may well reflect their early socialization, in which economic factors were generally
considered less important than relationships with others. (page 160 & 161)

-The parents of rescuers, however, were significantly less likely to emphasize obedience ...
Obedience is the hallmark of none quais; obedience as an end unto itself facilitates adaption to any
type of authority - whether merited or demanded. As Alice Millerobserves, parental emphasis
on obedience was critically important in preparing Germans for the success ofthe Nazi regime,
paving the way for the necessary submissionit required. Rescue required disobedience, yet
obedience sometimes also served its purposes. But this obedience was not blind; rather it was
selective .... (page 162) •
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-How did rescuers get to be such people? A critical influence on their development was
the way in which their parents disciplined them ... Reasoning (rather than punishment)
communicates a message of respect for and trust in children that allows them to feel a sense of
personal efficacy and warmth toward others. It is based on a presumption of error rather than a
presumption of evil intent. It implies that had children but known better or understood more,

~ they would not have acted in an inappropriate way.... When adults voluntarily abdicate the use
of power in favor of explanation, they are modeling appropriate behavior toward the weak on the
part of the powerful. Faced with powerless others, children so raised in turn have at their
disposal an internal "script" - a store of recollections, dialogues, and activities ready to be
activated.... In contrast, punishment implies the need to curb some intrinsic wildness or evil
intent. Routine gratuitous punishment implies that powerful persons have the right to exert their
will arbitrarily. Children who experience such treatment are likely to accept the view ofthe
rights ofthe powerful over the less powerful. (pages 178 & 182)

Selection Diseussion Questions:
-Society often rewards those who perform deeds of courage for another human being

with the term "hero." Why are altruistic personalities so opposed to the word being applied to .
them? ~

-What is the connection between "obedience" and "altruism?" How do we help children
learn when to disregard their obligation to obedience? Where is the limit?

- What is the difference between ~ internal center of control shared by many rescuers
and an external center of control as it relates to personal power?

d. "Passage to Freedom: The Sugihara Story" (Ken Mochizuki)
. SummaryjThis is the story ofChiune and Yukiko Sugiharawho saved the lives of more

than 6000 Jews at the beginning of World War II. The sensitive illustrations in this book extend
the impact of their selfless act.

For additional information - http://www.us-israel. orglj sourcelHolocaust/sugihara. html

Selection Discussion Questions:
-Why did Mr. Sugihara ask his family what he should do?
-Why does the story begin with the incident between Mr. Sugihara and the small boy? Is

it significant? Why?
-This narrative, written from the viewpoint of Mr. Sugihara's young son, contains many

references to specific lessons in components of altruism. Locate passages you feel will serve to
instill altruism within the young son and explain what aspect of altruism is illustrated.

e. Steven Spielberg's movie, "Schindler's List" (available on video)

Selection Discussion Questions:
-How did Oskar Schindler change throughout the course ofthe film? What can we learn

about altruism from watching his development?
"In Spielberg's otherwise black and white film, we see a little girl in a red coat during the

strike in the Jewish ghetto. The important question is: Why? Why did Spielberg choose that
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scene and that object to accent with color? Is there a connection between the child and
Schindler's altruism? *(http://www.pbs.orgleichmann/odyssey.htm contains additional
information about the incident upon which the child in the red coat is based)

-Why is it important for us to see Schindler as somewhat "self-centered" early in the
movie?

f. "Weapons of the Spirit" - This documentary by Emmy award-winning film maker
Pierre Sauvage, is the story of the small farming village ofLe Chambon in southern France that
resisted the Nazis at a time when most governments were collaborating with them. These
extraordinary people resisted not with weapons of destruction, but with ''weapons of the spirit,"
providing shelter and kindness to Jews fleeing the Holocaust. Pierre Sauvage was himselfborn
in Le Chambon in 1944 and returns to interview the men and women to whom he and 5000 other
Jews owe their lives. ,.

* This film is available from: United Jewish Federation of Tidewater, Holocaust
Commission and can-be obtained by calling (757) 671-1600.

Selection Discussion Questions:
- What is meant by the term "weapons of the spirit." •.
- Why did the people ofLe Chambon help the Jews? Can their help be considered

resistance against the Nazis? Explain.

4. "Shedding Light" Writing Prompts:..

-What one word do you think is the opposite of "altruism?" Explain.

-Imagine you are the parent of a four-year old child. How can you help instill a spirit of
altruism within your child?

-Is altruism a valued characteristic trait in today's society? Explain.

-Nechama Tee stated: "We live in a shaky and uncertain world, a world that offers little
help in choosing life values. In such a setting, knowledge and awareness about noble and self-
sacrificing behaviors may help restore some shattered illusions. Indeed, mere awareness that in
the midst of ultimate human degradation some people were willing to risk their lives for others
denies the inevitable supremacy of evil. With this denial comes hope." How can learning about
altruistic "heros" make us feel empowered? How can learning about altruistic "heros" mdke
us feel powerless? .What causes this difference?

-Some believe it is necessary to detach mentally from yourself for altruism to surface.
Explain.

- The truly altruistic person is not concerned about praise or recognition for their efforts.
In fact, they shun such attention. Is it wrong to help someone because you desire the praise and
respect of others more than the well-being of your fellow man? If the praise of others is the
primary goal for a person's "helping," should the aid not be given? Explain.
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VII
f'

•• I

strength or force; might
(common definition)

"We who lived in the concentration camps can remember the men who walked through the huts
comforting others, giving away their last piece of bread. They may have been few in number, but
they offer sufficient proof that everything can be taken from a man but one thing: The last of his
freedoms - to choose one's attitude in any given set of circumstances, to choose one's own
way." (Viktor Frankl)

(concept focus)
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POWER
(concept introduction)

Control. .. Authority ... Dominion ... Power!
Power is highly revered in our world. It is said that the United States is the

only remaining "Super Power" with other countries falling somewhere below.
Some nations have no power at all; even the very lives of their citizens seem to
warrant little concern. Individuals, too, are categorized according to the power of
their identity. Few find themselves in the privileged minority -those in power. The
majority are clearly those not in power. Often the common man feels manipulated
-a pawn moved around according to someone else's design.

The old Jewish section of Prague contains a wealth of Jewish architecture
and history. As the Nazis desecrated countless synagogues in Eastern Europe they
stole precious religious objects intending to showcase them in Prague after the war
in a museum to an "extinct" race. Today, the Old Jewish Cemetery is perhaps the
most visited monument in Prague. The cemetery was established during the 15th

century. There are many layers of graves and almost twelve thousand tombstones.
The tombstones in this photograph testify to the power of the Jewish people,

a power that transcends the definition of the word. Throughout the ages powerful
empires have dictated the lives of Jews - the Babylonians, the Roman Empire, and
Nazi Germany to name a few. Countless factions, such as the Crusaders and the
Spanish Inquisition, have surfaced, united in a bond that determined who was
worthy of living another day. Yet, where are all these powers today? Gone. A~l
these formidable and "eternal" forces are no longer. But ... the Jewish people
continue to endure. These very tombstones attest to a power that is greater than the
strongest nations. They speak of a resilient people, a people who have braved the
most powerful armies in the world and refused to disappear.

Vision ... Steadfastness ... Faith ... that is Power!
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Concept Word: POWER - strength or force; might

1. Introduction of the Concept Word: Quotations

"A man who lives right, and is right, has more power in his silence than another has by his
• words." (Unknown)

"Except our own thoughts, there is nothing absolutely in our power." (Rene Descartes) .

"If you can give something a name and a shape, you can have power over it. Ifit remains
nameless and shapeless, it will continue to have power over you." (Native American Proverb)

,.
"...power is not really good or bad; it is neutral. Power itselfis not negative or positive,

although our feelings about it may be. Power is the potential to influence others for good or evil,
to be a blessing or a scourge. Like nuclear energy, it can provide the electricity to light a city, or
it can fuel the bomb that destroys it." (Blaine Lee)

"We who lived in the concentration camps can remember the men who walked through
the huts comforting others, giving away their last piece of bread. They may have been few in
number, but they offer sufficjent proof that everything can be taken from a man but one thing:
The last ofhis freedoms - to choose one' atftude.ia:aaW- en set of circumstances, to choose' .
one's own wa .' (Viktor~F~r;;;'~))"--------

"When we have accepted the worst, we have nothing more to lose." (Unknown)

"When you become detached mentally from yourself and concentrate on helping other
people with their difficulties, you will be able to cope with your own more effectively.
Somehow, the act of self-giving is a personal power-releasing factor." (Norman Vincent Peale)

"Strength is not the absence of weakness but how we wrestle with our weaknesses."
(from "Jacob's Journey" by Noah benShea)

"History has taught you nothing if you think you can kill ideas. Tyrants have tried to do
that often before, and the ideas have risen up in their might and destroyed them. You can burn
my books and the books of the best minds in Europe, but the ideas in them have seeped through
a million channels and will continue to quicken other minds."

(Helen Keller)
2. & 3. Selections and Discussion:

a. "Cowardice Departed, Bold Defiance Took Its Place" (Frederick Douglass)
Summary: Douglass relates a true incident that changed his perception of his own identity

and filled him with power even in the bondage of slavery.
http://vi.uh.edu/pag:es/mintz/31.htm
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Selection Discussion Questions:
-Explain each of the following conditions as stated by Douglass after Mr. Covey

succeeded in breaking him: "I was broken in body, soul, and spirit. My natural elasticity was
crushed, my intellect languished, the disposition to read departed, the cheerful spark that
lingered about my eye· died; the dark night of slavery closed in upon me; and behold a man

~ transformed into a brute!"
- What must happen for an event in a person's life to be called "a turning point?" Discuss

Douglass's turning point.
-Explain the following statement from the selection as it relates to power: "...and now I

resolved that, however long I might remain a slave in form, the day had passed forever when I
could be a slave in fact. "

f'

b. "Shooting An Elephant" (George Orwell)
Summary: Orwell's short story takes place in Burma during the time it was controlled by

the physical presence of the British Empire. The narrator is a sub-divisional police officer who is
coerced by the masses (those he "supposedly" controls) into shooting an elephant. The story
offers an enlightening glimpse into the true nature of power and its illusions as well.

http://www.bnlhost.comlshorts/stories/shootelp.html

Selection Discussion Questions: I

-Why did the British tolerate disrespect from the Burmans?
-Explain the statement: "When the white man turns tyrant it is his own freedom that he

destroys. "
-Explain the statement: "He wears a mask, and his face grows to fit it."
.-Why doe he shoot the elephant?

c. "The Death Factory" (Filip Muller) from Eyewitness Auschwitz by Filip Muller.
Copyright c 1979 by Filip Muller, by permission ofIvan R. Dee, Publisher ..

THE DEATH FACTORY

Filip Muller (twenty years old when deported to Auschwitz)

...Our team was ordered to work in crematorium 3 which from the outside looked exactly
like crematorium 2. However, as I approached the loft I noticed a strong and disagreeable smell
of singeing. I had come to the hair-drying room. Spread all over the brick floor warmed from
the crematorium ovens below, was women's hair of every color and hue, from black through
chestnut brown and blonde to grey. The hair was cut off after the women had been gassed.
Washing lines were strung across the room. Pegged on these lines like wet washing were further
batches of hair which had first been washed in a solution of ammonium chloride. When the hair
was nearly dry, it was spread on the warm floor to finish off. Finally it was combed out by
prisoners and put into paper bags.
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From the thoroughness and care with which SS men checked that the hair was absolutely
dry it was obvious that this was important material for the war industry .... Only a few people
knew that fifteen Jewish prisoners were permanently employed in the crematorium to deal with
the raw material. They were all strictly orthodox Jews ordered to the drying loft by Kapo
Kaminsky who wanted to keep them away from the inferno of mass extermination. Their work

~ was confined to the routine task of cleaning and drying hair. As orthodox Jews they devoted
their entire free time to prayers for the dead and to the study of Jewish religious writings. Their
books once belonged to fellow Jews who, like themselves, had believed in the justice of God
before they were herded into the gas chambers.

The spiritual leader of this tiny group of orthodox Jews was a man who had been training
to become a rabbi. To avoid offending the strict Jewish dietary laws he ate almost nothing but
bread, margarine and onions. i}.tall man of thirty-five with a slight stoop, he was put into the
Sonderkommando shortly after his deportation. But even in the surroundings of a concentration
camp he never once lest his faith in God. Because of numerous differences of opinion on matters
of faith, he remained here with the group of strictly orthodox Jews, which was small and clung to
him, misunderstood and isolated. Once after the gassing of a transport I witnessed a sharp
argument between this group and other prisoners from the Sonderkommando. They stuck to
their opinion that such an infernal happening could not take place before their eyes if there was
really something like a God and a divine justice. 'Listen Dajan.' said one, 'not once have I felt
even a breath of divine justice here. Absolutely everything that you stuffed into my head in
school was just nonsense. There is no God and if there is one, he is an ox and a bastard!' It was
20-year-old Menachem who flung these hard words in his former religious teacher's face.

The scornful laughter of SS myrmidons was always heard when prisoners from the
Sonderkommando had to bum prayer-books and religious works, and also other books which the
Nazis considered.degenerate, in a particular oven in crematorium 3: Once when trucks full of
books from the belongings store ...were brought in to the crematorium, a couple of prisoners ran
to the rabbi in the hair-drying room. They held under his nose religious books that were to be
bumt, and said that he must admit that it was naive to believe any longer in the existence of God.
The Dajan tried, using examples from history, to explain to the angry men that as long as
mankind had existed, inhumanity like that in Auschwitz had always taken place, even if in a
different form, and that everything happening here was really nothing new, but only a repetition
of past events. In a choked voice he tried to explain the meaning of the Bible, which not only
told the history of the Jews, but was also the expression of an eternal law which stated: What.
happened to the fathers is an omen to their descendants. Then a young man called Avroham
asked indignantly: 'Dajan, does that mean that the Nazis can commit murder because the
Pharaohs committed murder?' Avroham was just twenty-five years old and lived in the Warsaw
ghetto - his 20-year-old wife had been slain with their baby. He had then gone to Majdanek,
from which he had managed to escape. After wandering for two months near the German-Soviet
frontier, he was captured again and brought to Auschwitz. Here he came into the
Sonderkommando.

'Indeed not,' the Dajan replied almost humbly to Avroham's question. 'I only meant,' he
went on, 'that the pious Jew does not read the Bible like a legend, but applies its content to the
present. A few years ago when I read in the synagogue from. the Book of Esther, which
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describes the cruel annihilation of the defenseless Jewish people, I had the same feeling as now.
When on the eve of the Seder I hear the biblical verses on the more than 300-year-Iong
oppression by the Pharaohs, I experience again the earlier events as our fathers experienced them
in the time of the Roman dominion or in the dark days of the Middle Ages. And if the Hagada
commands man in each generation to look at himself as ifhe himselfhad migrated from Egypt,

~ the brothers who perhaps by a miracle will manage to survive will read the Hagada, made whole
by their experience in Auschwitz, Majdanek or Treblinka. In every generation, my brothers,
there were Pharaohs who wanted to exterminate us, but - praised be the Most Holy - he has
always rescued us from their hands.' The earnestness and calm with which the Dajan spoke,
silenced most of them. Though they did not believe what he said, most of the assembled
prisoners went away more calmed. And not before time, because at that moment
Oberscharfuhrer Voss came ollt of crematorium 2 opposite.

The small group of pious people who had congregated round the Dajan were generally
treated with respect because they shunned the habits of the place and were not prepared to pay
the tribute customary here in order to survive. They had no influence in the Sonderkommando
for the simple reason that they had nothing to offer for survival but God. .A1Jdthat was not
enough ....

Selection Discussion Questions:
-Why was it so important for the Iewish Sonderkommandos (these were Jewish prisoners

who were appointed for specific jobs at the camps) to make the rabbi agree with them that there ·
was no God? Could there have been another possible reason they continued seeking him out?

-What does the Dajan mean when he says: "And if the Hagada commands man in each
generation to look at himself as ifhe himselfhad migrated from Egypt, the brothers who perhaps
by a miracle will.manage to survive will read the Hagada, made whole by their experiences in
Auschwitz, Majdanek or Treblinka."

-Did the Death Camp have power over the Dajan? Explain.
-Is the Dajan an example of power? Is so, what is the source of his power?

d. Maximilian Kolbe
Summary: It was thought a prisoner had escaped from Auschwitz, so the Nazis selected

ten others to be killed by starvation in reprisal. One of the ten selected to die, Franciszek
Gajowniczek, began to cry: "My wife! My children! I will never see them again!" This true
incident relates the sacrifice of Maximilian Kolbe who stepped forward and asked to die in his
place.

http://www.us-israel.orgljsource/biographylKolbe.htm!

Selection Discussion Questions:
-Read the definition of "power" as cited in a dictionary and explain how it applies to

Father Kolbe.
-Why do you think the power of the Nazis seem unable to overwhelm Father Kolbe?
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4. "Shedding Light" Writing Prompts:

-What one word do you feel is the best synonym for power? Explain.

-How can power be BOTH an illusion and a reality?

-Consider the following quote by Thomas Paine: "He that would make his own liberty
secure, must guard even his enemy from oppression, for if he violates this duty, he establishes a
precedent that will reach to himself." Must power be assured for "the other" before the "self'
can fully realize power? Explain.

-Discuss the connectionof power to each of the four stanzas in the following poem:

BLESSED IS THE MATCH by Hannah Senesh

Blessed is the match consumed
in kindling flame.

Blessed is the flame that burns
in the secret fastness of the heart.

Blessed is the heart-with strength to stop
its beating for honor's sake.

Blessed is the match consumed
in kindling flame.

*** Hannah Senesh volunteered to parachute into central Europe on a rescue mission
and was later caught and executed. She, indeed, lived the words of her poem to the fullest. The
following website has further information about her life:

http://www.tufts.edulaslstu-orgituftsdaily/archives/spring97/featureslF0307ha~.htm1
http://www.hklaw.comlhoiocaustlessaysIl996/962.htm
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VIII
,-

.. I

.a person or thing that seems to be full of contradictions
(common definition)

"...man is that being who invented the gas chambers of Auschwitz;
however, he is also that being who entered those gas chambers upright,

with the Lord's Prayer or the Shema Yisrael (Hear, oh Israel, the Lord is our God,
the Lord alone. Deuteronomy 6:4) on his lips." (Viktor Frankl)

(concept focus)
. .
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PARADOX
(concept introduction)

In May of 1942, the Nazi Reichsprotector of Czechoslovakia was killed
when a grenade exploded ip his car. The Nazis, believing in "collective
punishment," set out to teach the people of that region a terrible lesson. The quiet
village of Lidice was only ten miles from Prague. On the night of June 9, 1942, the
people heard the trucks and then shouts as the Nazis surrounded their town and
ordered them outside. The men were shot, and the women and most of the children
were sent to concentration camps -those children displaying Aryan features were
sent to Germany. Then the Germans burned the town to the ground and bulldozed
away every last sign of life. They filmed the entire action and showed it on the
newsreel at the movie theaters of Prague as a warning.

The place that was once Lidice stands today as a memorial to a town. There
is a museum above the site and a theater that shows the newsreel the Nazis filmed
of this horrible.event, There is also a rose garden. At the. completion of the
memorial in 1955, many nations of the world sent a red rose bush as a living
tribute to those who perished. As the years went by either a lack of money or
concern resulted in the gardens becoming overgrown at the time of this photograph.
At first, we may be tempted to rush to judgment and condemn such an obvious
disregard for the memory of those who died and the loving gift of so many
c untries. However, the Czech Republic was then a country emerging from
beneath the hand of Communism and was struggling to free itself from many
decades of pain. Perhaps a closer look at this photograph may reveal a deeper
truth ... The roses are there and blooming, but instead of being choked by weeds
they are surrounded by wild daisies and brightly colored wild flowers. The garden
is, in many ways, more beautiful than if it had been well-tended. Nature
remembered the people of Lid ice and cared for the garden in its own way.
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Concept Word: PARADOX -a person or thing that seems to be full of contradictions

1. Introduction of the Concept Word: Quotations
"He who has a 'why' to live can bear with almost any 'how.'" (Nietzsche)

''Napoleon had everything men usually crave - glory, power, riches - yet he said, "I have
never known six happy days in my life."; while Helen Keller - blind, deaf, dumb - declared: "I
have found life so beautiful." (From "Stop Worrying and Start Living" by Dale Carnegie)

"We see great things from the valley, only small things from the peak."
(G. K. Chesterton)..

"Sometimes one pays most for the things one gets for nothing." (Albert Einstein)

"Sensitive people who were used to a rich intellectual life may have suffered much pain
(they were often ofa delicate constitution), but the damage to their inner selves was less .... Only
in this way can one explain the apparent paradox that some prisoners ofless hardy makeup often
seemed to survive camp life better than did those of a robust nature." (Viktor Frankl)

"Speak to a person as he is and he-will remain as he is; speak to him as he might be and
he will grow to that level." (Goethe)

"...man is that being who invented the gas chambers of Auschwitz; however, he is also
that being who entered those gas chambers upright, with the Lord's Prayer or the Shema Yisrael
on his lips." (Viktor Frankl)

"Do not waste time bothering whether you "love" your neighbor; act as if you did. As
soon as we do this we find one of the great secrets. When you are behaving as if you loved
someone, you will presently come to love him. Ifyoujnjure someone you dislike, you will find
yourself disliking him more. If you do him a good turn, you will find yourself disliking him less."

(C. S. Lewis)

"Some battles are won even when they are lost." (Elie Wiesel)

"The rabbis teach us to walk down the road of life with two truths in our pockets. In one
pocket hold the truth, 'I am but dust and ashes.' Remember to be humble and willing to learn
from others. But in the other pocket carry the truth, 'For my sake was the world created.' You
are a reflection of the divine presence in the world. You are infinitely precious, despite your
flaws. Hold yourself in the highest regard." (Rabbi Marx)

"Men and women conformed (in the concentration camps) because otherwise they died.
But they also resisted, and for the same reason: otherwise they died ... As a survivor of
Auschwitz puts it:
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'Oppression as violent as that under which we lived automatically provoked resistance.
Our entire existence in the camp was marked by it. When the employees of Canada detoured
items destined for Germany to the benefit of their fellow internees, it was resistance. When
labourers at the spinning mills dared to slacken their working pace, it was resistance. When at
Christmas we organized a little festival under the noses of our masters, it was resistance.

J When, clandestinely, we passed letters from one camp to another, it was resistance. When we
endeavored, and sometimes with success, to reunite two members of the same family - for
example, by substituting one internee for another in a gang of stretcher bearers - it was
resistance. '" (Lengyel) ...from "The Survivor" by Terrence Des Pres

"When Pharaoh restored the chief butler to his position as foretold by Joseph in his
interpretations of the butler's dream, he forgot Joseph. 'Yet did not the chief butler remember
Joseph, but forgot him' (Genesis 40:23). Why does the Bible use this repetitive language? It is
obvious that if the butler forgot Joseph, he did not remember him. Yet, both verbs are used,
remembering and forgetting. 'The Bible, in using this language, is teaching us a very important
lesson,' said the Rabbi ofBluzhov, Rabbi Israel Spira, to his Hasidim. 'There are events of such
overbearing magnitude that one ought not to remember them all the time, but one must not
forget them either. Such an event is the Holocaust. '"

(The Rabbi ofBluzhov, Rabbi Israel Spira)
from "The Prophet" by Kahlil Gibran

•• I

Then a woman said, "Speak to us of Joy and Sorrow.
And he answered:
Your joy is your sorrow unmasked.
And the selfsame well from which your laughter rises was oftentimes filled with your

tears.
And how else can it be?
The deeper that sorrow carves into your being, the more joy you can contain.
Is not the cup that holds your wine the very cup that was burned in the potter's oven?
And is not the lute that soothes your spirit, the very wood that was hollowed With

knives? •
When you are joyous, look deep into your heart and you shall find it is only that which

has given you sorrow that is giving you joy.
When you are sorrowful look again in your heart, and you shall see that in truth you are

weeping for that which has been your delight. •
Some of you say, "Joy is greater than sorrow," and others say, ''Nay, sorrow is the

greater."
But I say unto you, they are inseparable.
Together they come, and when one sits alone with you at your board, remember that the

other is asleep upon your bed.

2. & 3. Selections and Discussion:

a. "The Mystery: Man" (Aharon Zeitlin)
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The MYSTERY: MAN
Aharon Zeitlin, from Lider fun Churbn un Lider fun Gloybn

Tell me not man is a beast.
Compared to man beast is angel.
Do beasts build crematoria?
Do they hurl children into the :fire?
Do they take pleasure in death?

Tell me not man is a beast.
He is more than an angel.
He is word of apIsaiah,
He is outcry of a Job.
He yearns for new worlds.
Tell me not man is a beast.

Tell me not man is a beast.
Compared to man beast is angel.
Do beasts use napalm on each other?
Do they torture prisoners? I
Do they kill their own kind?
Tell me not man is a beast.

Tell me not man is a beast.
Heis more than an angel.
He is willingness to help.
He is ability to fast.
He is a creature that can cry, confess, and change.
Tell me not man is a beast.

Tell me 'not man is a beast.
Compared to man beast is angel.
Man robs, wrecks, and ravages-

But unlike beast and unlike angel,
Man can begin again.

So tell me not what man is,
Tell me instead what man can be.
Tell me what you would be,
And then Iwill know what man is.
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Selection Discussion Questions:
- What distinguishes man from a beast?
- What do think accounts for the paradox of man's duality?
- What do you feel is the most important line in this poem? Why?

b. "The Story of the Good Little Boy" and "The Story of the Bad Little Boy"
(Mark Twain)

Summary: Do good things always happen to good people? Do bad things always happen .
to bad people? These two humorous stories by Mark Twain convincingly convey the answer -
NO!

http://www.wuacc.edu/sobu/broach/goodboy.html
http://www.wuacc.edu/sobu/broach/badboy.html

"
Selection Discussion Questions:
-Why is humor an effective way of illustrating the obvious moral of this story?
-What is the danger of believing that "good things always happen to good people?" Is .

this a message we give young children? Discuss. •.

c. "The Woodcutter's WISdom" - a fable (This story appeared in "The Woodcutter's
Wisdom and Other Favorite Stories" by Max Lucado which is out-of-print.)

•• I

The Woodcutter's Wisdom
from "The Woodcutter's Wisdom and Other Favorite Stories" by Max Lucado

Once there, was an old man who lived in a tiny village. Although poor, he was envied by
all, for he owned a beautiful white horse. Even the king coveted his treasure. A horse like this
had never been seen before - such was its splendor, its majesty, its strength.

People offered fabulous prices for the steed, but the old man always refused. "This horse
is not a horse to me," he would tell them. "It is a person. How could you sell a person? He is a
friend, not a possession. How could you sell a friend?" The man was poor and the temptation
was great. But he never sold the horse.

One morning he found that the horse was not in the stable. All the village came to see
him. "You old fool," they scoffed, ''we told you that someone would steal your horse. We
warned you that you would be robbed. You are so poor. How could you ever hope to protect
such a valuable animal? It would have been better to have sold him. You could have gotten
whatever price you wanted. No amount would have been too high. Now the horse is gone, and
you've been cursed with misfortune."

The old man responded, "Don't speak too quickly. Say only that the horse is not in the
stable. That is all we know; the rest is judgment. IfI've been cursed or not, how can you know?
How can you judge?"

The people contested, "Don't make us out to be fools! We may not be philosophers, but
great philosophy is not needed. The simple fact that your horse is gone is a curse."

The old man spoke again. "All I know is that the stable is empty, and the horse is gone.
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The rest Idon't know. Whether it be a curse or a blessing, Ican't say. All we can see is a
fragment. Who can say what will come next?"

The people of the village laughed. They thought that the man was crazy. They had
always thought he was a fool; ifhe wasn't, he would have sold the horse and lived off the money.
But instead, he was a poor woodcutter, an old man still cutting :firewood and dragging it out of

• the forest and selling it. He lived hand to mouth in the misery of poverty. Now he had proven
that he was, indeed, a fool.

After fifteen days, the horse returned. He hadn't been stolen; he had run away into the
forest. Not only had he returned, he had brought a dozen wild horses with him. Once again the
village people gathered around the woodcutter and spoke. "Old man, you were right and we
were wrong. What we thought was a curse was a blessing. Please forgive us."

DIe man responded, "Op.ce again, you go too far. Say only that the horse is back. State
only that a dozen horses returned with him, but don't judge. How do you know if this is a
blessing or not? You-see only a fragment. Unless you know the whole story, how can you
judge? You read only one page of a book. Can you judge the whole book? You read only one
word of a phrase. Can you understand the entire phrase?"

"Life is so vast, yet you judge all of life with one page or one word. An you have is a
fragment! Don't say-that this is a blessing. No one knows. Iam content with what Iknow. I
am not perturbed by what Idon't."

"Maybe the old man i~right," they said to one another. So they said little. But down
deep, they knew he was wrong. They knew it was a blessing. Twelve wild horses had returned'·
with one horse. With a little bit of work, the animals could be broken and trained and sold for
much money.

The old man had a son, an only son. The young man began to break the wild horses.
After a few days.he fell from one of the horses and broke both legs. Once again the villagers
gathered around the old man and cast their judgments. "You were right," they said. "You
proved you were right. The dozen horses were not a blessing. They were a curse. Your only
son has broken his legs, and now in your old age you have no one to help you. Now you are
poorer than ever."

The old man spoke again. "You people are obsessed with judging. Don't go so far. Say
only that my son broke his legs. Who knows if it is a blessing or a curse? No one knows. We
only have a fragment. Life comes in fragments."

It so happened that a few weeks later the country engaged in war against a neighboring
country. All the young men of the village were required to join the army. Only the son of the
old man was excluded, because he was injured. Once again the people gathered around the old
man, crying and screaming because their sons had been taken. There was little chance that they
would return. The enemy was strong, and the war would be a losing struggle. They would
never see their sons again.

"You were right, old man," they wept. "God knows you were right. This proves it.
Your son's accident was a blessing. His legs may be broken, but at least he is with you. Our
sons are gone forever."

The old man spoke again. "It is impossible to talk with you. You always draw
conclusions. No one knows. Say only this: Your sons had to go to war, and mine did not. No
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one knows ifit is a blessing or a curse. No one is wise enough to know. Only God knows."

Selection Discussion Questions:
-Why is it impossible for the friends to grasp the insight of the old man?
-Tell about a tune in your life when something you thought was terrible happened to you,

but instead it turned out great. Tell about a time when you thought something good had
happened, but it ended up turning out very badly.

-How can we avoid the temptation to prejudge incidents in our-lives?

d. "Man's Search/or Meaning" (Viktor Frankl) (Use PART I - "Experiences in a
Concentration Camp'')

Summary: Holocaust survivor, Viktor Frankl, vividly portrays his experience in the
concentration camp and the meaning and beauty he was able to discover while there. His insight
is inspiring and full of hope.

Selection Discussion Questions:
-Why do you think Frankl saw the beauty of nature more clearly while in Auschwitz?
-What distinguished the prisoner who lost hold from someone like Frankl who seemed to

rise above his circumstances?
-Why were the mentally strong beaer off than the physically strong in the concentration

camps?
-What is meant by ''the inner life?"
- In the midst of the worst that life has to offer, why should we seek to turn our misery

into an inner triumph?
,,' -

e. "The First Hanukkah Light in Bergen Belson (based on a conversation 0/ the
Grand Rabbi of Bluzhov, Rabbi Israel Singer, with Aaron Frankel and Baruch Singer, June
22, 1975, about an event that happened while he was in Bergen Belson and isfrom the book,
"Hasidic Tales of the Holocaust" by Yaffa Eliach)-

In Bergen Belsen, on the even of Hanukkah, a selection took place. Early in the morning,
three German commandants, meticulously dressed in their festive black uniforms and in visibly
high spirits, entered the men's barracks. They ordered the men to stand at the foot of their three-
tiered bunk beds.

" The selection began. No passports were required, no papers were checked, there was no
roll call and no head count. One of the three commandants just lifted the index :finger in his
snow-white glove and pointed in the direction ofa pale face, while his mouth pronounced the
death sentence with one single word: "Come!"

Like a barrage of machine-gun fire came the German commands: ''Komme, komme,
komme, komme, komme." The men selected were marched outside. S.S. men with rubber
truncheons and iron prods awaited them. They kicked, beat, and tortured the innocent victims.
When the tortured body no longer responded, the revolver was used .... _

The random selection went on inside the barracks and the brutal massacre continued
outside ofthe barracks until sundown. When the Nazi black angels of death departed, they left
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behind heaps of hundreds of tortured and twisted bodies.
Then Hanukkah came to Bergen Belsen. It was time to kindle the Hanukkah lights. A

jug of oil was not to be found, no candle was in sight, and a hanukkiah (candelabrum or oil lamp
with eight branches) belonged to the distant past. Instead, a wooden clog, the shoe of one of the

A inmates, became a hanukkiah; strings pulled from a concentration-camp uniform, a wick; and the
black camp shoe polish, pure oil.

Not far from the heaps ofthe bodies, the living skeletons assembled to participate in the
kindling of the Hanukkah lights.

The Rabbi ofBluzhov lit the first light and chanted the first two blessings in his pleasant
voice, and the festive melody was filled with sorrow and pain. When he was about to recite the
third blessing, he stopped, turned his head, and looked around as ifhe were searching for
something. f'

But immediately, he turned his face back to the quivering small lights and in a strong,
reassuring, comforting voice, chanted the third blessing: "Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God,
King of the Universe, who has kept us alive, and hast preserved us, and enabled us to reach this
season."

Among the people present at the kindling ofthe lights was a Mr. Zamietchkowski, one of
the leaders ofthe Warsaw Bund (Jewish secular labor movement). He was a clever, sincere
person with a passion for discussing matters of religion, faith, and truth. Even here in camp at
Bergen Belsen, his passion fur discussion <lid not abate. He never missed an opportunity to
engage in such a conversation.

As soon as the Rabbi ofBluzhov had finished the ceremony of kindling the lights,
Zamietchkowski elbowed his way to the rabbi and said, "Spira, you are a clever and honest
person. I can understand your need to light Hanukkah candles in these wretched times. I can
even understand-the historical note of the second blessing, 'Who wroughtest miracles for our
fathers in days of old, at this season.' But the fact that you recited the third blessing is beyond
me. How could you thank God and say 'Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, King of the
Universe, who has kept us alive, and hast preserved us, and enabled us to reach this season'?
How could you say it when hundreds of dead Jewish bodies are literally lying within the shadows
ofthe Hanukkah lights, when thousands of living Jewish skeletons are walking around in camp,
and millions more are being massacred? For this YOQ are thankful to God? For this you praise
the Lord? This you call 'keeping us alive'?"

"Zamietchkowski, you are a hundred percent right," answered the rabbi. "When I
reached the third blessing, I also hesitated and asked myself, what should I do with this blessing?
I turned my head in order to ask the Rabbi of Zaner and other distinguished rabbis who were
standing near me, if indeed I might recite the blessing. But just as I was turning my head, I
noticed that behind me a throng was standing, a large crowd of living Jews, their faces
expressing faith, devotion, and concentration as they were listening to the rite of the kindling of
the Hanukkah lights. I said to myself, if God, blessed be He, has such a nation that at times like
these, when during the lighting of the Hanukkah lights they see in front of them the heaps of
bodies oftheir beloved fathers, brothers, and sons, and death is looking from every comer, if
despite all that, they stand in throngs and with devotion listening to the Hanukkah blessing 'Who
wroughtest miracles for our fathers in days of old, at this season'; if, indeed, I was blessed to see
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such a people with so much faith and fervor, then I am under a special obligation to recite the
third blessing."

Selection Discussion Questions:
- What do you see as the paradox in this true event? Explain.
- Historically, what meaning can be found in the third blessing: "Blessed art Thou, 0

Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has kept us alive, and hast preserved us, and enabled
us to reach this season"?

- What one word do you feel best describes the "throng"? Why?

f. the video, "America and the Holocaust" (Martin Ostrow) This video is available at
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum shop on the internet
(http://www.holocaustbooks.orgl) and is also available on loan from:

, Holocaust Resource Center
Queensborough Community College
56th Ave & Springfield Blvd.
Bayside, N.Y. 11364

Summary: This film paints a troubling picture of the United States during a period beset
by antisemitism and a government overwhelmed by complex social and political factors. It
shows how the State Department ignored-warnings of a Nazi plan to exterminate all the Jews of
Europe and blocked rescue efforts. This is personalized through the story of Kurt Klein as he
tells ofhis struggle to bring his parents to safety but was hampered at every turn.

Selection Discussion Questions:
. - What paradox does this film relate?
- What most surprised you about the film?

4. "Shedding Light" Writing Prompts:

-In ''Night,'' Elie Wiesel records two prescriptions for survival given by two different
people: 1. "We are all brothers, and we are all suffering the same fate. The same smoke
floats over all our heads. Help one another. It is the only way to survive. "

2. "Listen to me, boy. Don't forget that you're in a concentration camp. Here,
every man has to fight for himself and not think of anyone else. Even of his father. Here, there
are no fathers, no brothers, no friends. Everyone lives and dies for himself alone. "

Which opinion do you believe is the most credible? Address both the positive and
negative aspects of both bits of advice. Which of the two "prescriptions for survival" do you
think you would have been inclined to follow? Why?

-Le Ly Hayslip, a survivor of the atrocities of Vietnam said: "The special gift of that
suffering, I have learned, is how to be strong while we are weak, how to be brave when we are
afraid, how to be wise in the midst of confusion, and how to let go of that which we can no
longer hold. In this way, anger can teach forgiveness, hate can teach us love, and war can
teach us peace." Explain this quote by,giving specific examples for each paradox.
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-Explain the paradox in this statement by C.S. Lewis: "Our 'black' may be God's 'white,'
and our 'white' may be God's black.'"

- Discuss the following statement by Lessing: "There are things which must cause you to
~ lose your reason or you have none to lose."

..

.. ,

..•..
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IX

.. ,

the act of giving up resentment for an offense or wrong'·
(common definition)

"But there is all the difference in the world between forgiving and excusing. Forgiveness says,
'Yes, you have done this thing, but I accept your apology. I will never hold it against you and
everything between us two will be exactly as it was before.' But excusing says, 'I see that you
couldn't help it or didn't mean it, you weren't really to blame.' If one was not really to blame
then there is nothing to forgive. In that sense forgiveness and excusing are almost opposites."

(C. S. Lewis)

(concept focus)
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FORGIVENESS
(concept introduction)

What exactly is forgiveness? Views on forgiveness vary from religion to
religion. Differing opinions on forgiveness can even be found within individuals of
the same religion., How can the deaths of six million Jews ever be forgotten or
forgiven? How can the death of even one innocent child possibly be forgiven?

This photograph shows the inside of one of the furnaces in the only..
remaining crematorium at Auschwitz; the Nazis destroyed the others as the Allies
advanced hoping to "hide" their crimes. The traces of ash, even to this day, still
cling to the sides-refusing to disappear, lingering to remind.

Is there such a thihg as being too eager to forgive -a premature closure that, .
buries the pain and unsuccessfully sweeps the past behind? Are we afraid to look
back for fear of facing what we know is there? Does our fear of reflection create a
failure to hold the wrong-doer accountable?

. Justice and mercy. The "perfect" duality of the Divine, not our's. There are
times when our idea of justice may be more akin to vengeance. Sometimes we
seek to ease our hurt by replacing it with the hurt of our offenders. The undeserved
kindness of mercy is also often difficult. Even when those wronged are able to
reach deep within and forgive their offenders, "does that guarantee God will also
forgive the offender as well? What exactly is the role of the forgiver? Does the
forgiver have an obligation or even the right to forgive all offenses, even those
committed against others?

The six million who perished didn't hear an admission of guilt. No one
asked for their forgiveness -no one even desired their forgiveness. The two
candles in the photograph are perhaps flames of promise to those whose lives were
turned to ash, a promise of the perfect justice and mercy that was not afforded them
in this life, justice and mercy from the hand of the Divine.
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The Concept Word: FORGIVENESS -the act of giving up resentment for an offense or wrong

1. Introduction of the concept Word: Quotations

"To forgive is to accept the core of every human being as the same as yourself .."
(Joan Borysenko)

"A wise man will make haste to forgive, because he knows the full value of time and will
not suffer it to pass away in unnecessary pain." (Rambler)

"Forgiveness is the :fragrance the violet sheds on the heel that has crushed it." (Unknown)

"
"This Bosnian generation, as well as the generation that lived through the Holocaust, are

among the only ones who have the right to give an answer to the question of forgiveness ... Can I
forgive a Serb nationalist gunner who, his breath reeking of plum brandy, lobbed shells into
queues of people waiting for bread and water? Or can I forgive the thug who, smoked cigarettes
and drank alcohol while waiting for a mother or a father, a brother, a sister, a son, or a daughter
to enter into his sniper's sight? The simple answer in this context is no."

(Sven Alkalaj - Ambassador to the United States :fromthe Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina) •. '

"When a deep injury is done us, we never recover until we forgive." (Alan Paton)

"What does it mean to forgive? A woman in my congregation comes to see me. She is a
single mother, divorced, working to support herself and three young children. She says to me,
'Since my husband walked out on us, every month is a struggle to pay the bills. I have to, tell my
kids we have no money to go to the movies, while he's living it up with his new wife in another
state. How can you tell me to forgive him?' I answered her, 'I'm not asking you to forgive him
because what he did was acceptable. It wasn't; it was mean and selfish. I'm asking you to
forgive because he doesn't deserve the power to live in your head and turn you into a bitter,
angry woman." (Harold S. Kushner :from "The Sunflower" by Simon
Wiesenthal)

"When you forgive, you in no way change the past, but you do change the future."
(E. Herbert)

"But there is all the difference in the world between forgiving and excusing. Forgiveness
says, 'Yes, you have done this thing, but I accept your apology. I will never hold it against you
and everything between us two will be exactly as it was before.' But excusing says, 'I see that
you couldn't help it or didn't mean it, you weren't really to blame.' If one was not really to
blame then there is nothing to forgive. In that sense forgiveness and excusing are almost
opposites. "

(C. S. Lewis)
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"When I have forgiven a fellow everything, I am through with him." (Koestler)

"Ifhate is met with hate, where will it all end?" (Oriental proverb)
"A tree is cut down by an ax which is joined to a piece of the tree itself"

. (Eliyahu Rabbah)

"A few years back, a Tibetan monk who had served about eighteen years in a Chinese
prison in Tibet came to see me after his escape to India. I knew him from my days in Tibet and
remember last seeing him in 1959. During the course of that meeting I had asked him what he
felt was the biggest threat or danger while he was in prison. I was amazed by his answer. It was
extraordinary and inspiring. I was expecting him to say something else; instead he said that what
he most feared was losing his compassion for the Chinese."

(The Dalai Lama from "The Sunflower" by .Simon Wiesenthal)

'''Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trepass against us' (not, 'those who
trepass against others'). I believe that Christians - and non-Christians in their; wake - have
misread and continue to misread, these texts, interpreting Jesus' teaching to mean that we are to
forgive anyone and everyone, whatever the wrong done to anyone. The element that is lost sight
of is that Jesus challenges me to forgive evil done to me (in itself quite enough of a challenge!).
Nowhere does he tell us to forgive the wreng done to another."

(Eva Fleischner)

2. & 3. Selections and Discussion:

. a. "My J)ungeon Shook" (James Baldwin)
Summary: This is an actual letter James Baldwin wrote to his nephew. It suggests that

the wrongs of the white man (''who are trapped in a history they do not understand") while not
justifiable may be understood. Baldwin's insight reveals an unique look at another side of
forgiveness - seeking to understand the possible thinking of the offender.

http://www.campus.northpark.edu/hisiory//Classes/SourceslBaldwin.html

Selection Discussion Questions:
-Why does the author call the country that oppresses him "innocent?"
-Explain the following statement from the selection referring to the grandmother: "Your

countrymen don't know that she exists, either, though she has been working form them all their
lives."

-What does Baldwin mean when he tells his nephew, "If you know whence you came,
there is really no limit to where you can go"?

-Why does Baldwin encourage his nephew to assume an attitude of acceptance toward
the white men?

-Why does Baldwin refer to the white men as ''younger'' brothers?
-What is the meaning of the title?
-What is the connection ofthis story to "forgiveness?"
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b•.•. a lesson onforgiveness from the Rabbi of Brisk
(http://www.torah.org/learning/drasha/5757/reeh.html)

Rabbi Yosef Dov Soleveitchik, the Rav (Rabbi) of Brisk, was revered throughout
Europe as a foremost scholar and Talmudic sage. One aspect ofhis character was known to

• shine even brighter than his scholarship - his humility.
Once, he stopped by an inn in the middle of a freezing night and asked for lodging. He

had no entourage with him, and the innkeeper treated him with abuse. He did not disclose who
he was, and after pleading with the innkeeper, he was allowed to sleep on the floor near a stove.
The innkeeper, thinking that the man was a poor beggar, did not offer him any food and refused
to give him more than a little bread and water for which Rabbi Soleveitchik was willing to pay.

The next morning Rabbi Soleveitchik did not see the shocked expression on the face of
the innkeeper when a few of the-town notables came to the inn. "We understand that the Brisker
Rav was passing through this town. Is it possible that he came by your inn last night?"

At first, the innkeeper dismissed the question - until the Rav appeared and the group
entered to greet him warmly. In a few minutes the town dignitaries converged on the inn with
their students and children all in line to meet the great sage.

Terribly embarrassed, the innkeeper, who realized that he had berated and humiliated a
leading Torah figure, decided to beg forgiveness from the Rav.

"Rebbe," he cried, "I am terribly sorry. I had no idea that you were the Brisker Rav.
Please forgive me." •. I

The Rav replied. "I would love to, but you see that would be impossible."
"But why?" asked the owner in shock.
"You see, "explained the sage. "You are coming to ask forgiveness from the Brisker Rav.

That is not who you insulted. You debased a simple Jew who came for lodging - and he is no
longer-here to fosgive you. "

Selection Discussion Questions:
-Was the rabbi of Brisk right in not forgiving the innkeeper? Why or why not?
-What lessons can we learn from this selection?

c. "The Sunflower" (Simon Wiesenthal) (You may choose to only use the first half of
the book - BOOK 1 -and not the section containing responses to Wiesenthal's dilemma.)

Summary: One day, while working in a concentration camp detail, Simon Wiesenthal was
taken to a dying Nazi soldier. The soldier asked Wiesenthal to forgive him for the unspeakable
crimes he committed against the Jews. Wiesenthal is confronted with the choice of silence,
compassion, or justice ...or is it his choice?

Selection Discussion Questions:
-The Nazi soldier asks Wiesenthal to forgive him. He could choose to forgive him, not

forgive, him, or simply walk away which Wiesenthal did. What do you think you would have
done and why?

-Was Karl's repentance genuine?
-What do you think Wiesenthal's silence conveyed to the dying man?
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-If Hitler had repented, should he have been forgiven?
-Do you believe that future generations should continue to feel remorse for a previous

generation's crimes (for example, the national guilt of postwar Germany, our own national guilt
concerning slavery and. the wrongs against Native Americans)? Explain.

d.. "Day of Reckoning" (Dennis Prager) -appeared in the Wall Street Journal, Sept.
25, 1998

Summary: Prager explains the Jewish teaching on forgiveness in this article for the Wall
Street Journal on the advent of Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. Many Christians feel Jews
should unconditionally forgive the offenses of the Holocaust. Prager's article offers insight on
why this is impossible ..

http://www.dennisprager.cQm/articles_reviews/articles/reckoning.html
*** Dennis Prager's response in the symposium section of-Simon Wiesenthal's book,

"The Sunflower" is also an excellent source in understanding the Jewish perspective on
forgiveness.

4. "Shedding Light" Writing Prompts:

-There are many survivors who feel that no one has the right to talk about the issue of
forgiveness and the Holocaust unless they-have experienced its horrors. What do you think?

- Lawrence Langer in his introduction to Charlotte Delbo's book, "Auschwitz and After"
related that after she returned from the camps and regained her strength, she resolved to track
down the two French policemen who had arrested her and her husband, and were therefore
indirectly responsible for his execution and her deportation. She found them living in the south of
France, assembled the evidence, and reported them. The authorities checked their wartime
activities and discovered that about a year after they had arrested Delbo and her husband, they
had switched allegiance and joined the resistance and had fought with it bravely until the end of
the war. Under the circumstances, the authorities informed Delbo, they could not be prosecuted.
So she lived with her frustrated appeal for justice until her death. Do you believe they should
have been pardoned, or do you feel they should have been held responsible for their injustice to
Delbo and others like her? Explain.

-What is the difference between "forgiveness" and "reconciliation?" Is one possible •
without the other?

- Desmond Tutu, in his response to Wiesenthal's query, stated: "What would I have
done? Our president, Nelson Mandela, was incarcerated for twenty-seven years and not
mollycoddled. His eyesight has been ruined because he had to work in the glare of the quarry;
his family was harassed by the state security police. He should by rights be consumed by
bitterness and a lust for revenge. The world watched with awe when he so magnanimously
invited his white jailer to his inauguration as South Africa's first democratically elected
president. I could tell of others, both black and white and less well known, who if asked, 'What
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would youhave done?' would have done the same - they have forgiven amazingly, unbelievably.
Many claim to be Christians. They say they follow the Jewish rabbi who, when he was
crucified, said, 'Father, forgive them for they know not what they do. '...It is clear that if we look
only to retributive justice, then we could just as well close up shop. Forgiveness is not some

A nebulous thing. It is practical politics. Without forgiveness, there is not future." Explain.

- Explain the following quote by Hans Habe who responded to Wiesenthal's, "The
Sunflower": "We must:find our way out of the labyrinth - not for the murderer's sake but for our
own." Do you agree? Explain.

- Dith Pran, in his response to Wiesenthal's dilemma in "The Sunflower" spoke ofhis
experiences as a witness and survivor ofthe Cambodian killing fields and shared his perspective
on forgiveness for crimes against humanity: "Pulling away from the Khmer Rouge leadership, I
can forgive the soldiers of the Khmer Rouge, those who actually did the killing, although I can
never forget what they did. Placed in Simon Wiesenthal 'sposition, I would have forgiven the
soldier. Why? I have always felt that the soldiers were trapped. Most of them came from the .
jungle, were uneducated and very poor. They were taught to kill. They were brainwashed.
More importantly, they were forced to kill. If they didn't follow the orders of the Khmer Rouge
leadership, not only would they have been killed, but their entire families would have been
killed. They feared death. Ilm not saying-what the soldiers did was right and I'm not offering
them excuses, but at least I understand why they did what they did. I think the key to
forgiveness is understanding. I just will never understand why the Khmer Rouge top leaders did
what they did. What was the purpose? Where was their humanity? ... We need to learn to
separate the true culprits from the pawns, the evil masterminds from the brainwashed. We
cannot label eve!yone the same." Dith Pran believes ''understanding'' is the key to forgiveness.
What things stop us from seeking to understand those who wrong us? If an action is wrong and
harms another but is understandable, does that excuse the offender? Does survival justify
wrongs? Can the soldiers ofthe Khmer Rouge be compared to those who served the Nazis?
Explain.
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x

seeing, the power of perceiving by imagination or by clear
w thinking

(common definition)

I

"Some men see things as they are and say, 'Why?'
I dream things that never were and say, 'Why not?" (George Bernard Shaw)

(concept focus)
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JI

VISION
(concept introduction)

"The Ariel" is a lovely restaurant in the old Jewish section of Krakow. The
furnishings are a rich mahogany, and the tables are covered with handmade lace
tablecloths. Jewish art is proudly display on the walls, and a Klezmer band can
usually be heard playing traditional music. The Kosher dishes served at the Ariel
are delicious and feature recipes passed down through many generations. Each
evehing when the sun begins to go down and the shadows settle in the comers, the
menorahs which are scattered throughout the room on the sideboards are lit. The .
candles give off a warm glow that makes everything beautiful. ..

Today, after the Holocaust, Jews have established centers of learning and
caring around the world dedicated to the elimination of discrimination and apathy.
The Wiesenthal Museum of Tolerance in California, the Anti-Defamation League,.
and Yad Vashem in Israel are among the better known, but centers can be found in
most states and many countries around the globe. The individual testimonies of
survivors remind us of what can happen when we become indifferent; they also
serve-as encouragement for anyone struggling with illness-and situations beyond
human control. Their words encourage us to live life to the fullest, seeing the
miracle in all things.

Vision -a revelation that makes one and one equal three, a way of seeing and
doing that makes us more than we were. Those who survived, the families of
survivors, and many Jews whose lives were indirectly but profoundly affected by
the Holocaust have taken the darkness of that time and are working to eliminate the
shadows of prejudice and intolerance through education, Those who perished in.the
Holocaust taught us much we desperately needed to learn. The light of their lives
shines even today - seeking to chase away our own shadows and freeing us to see
the beauty in life.
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Concept Word: VISION -seeing, the power of perceiving by imagination or by clear thinking

1. Introduction of the Concept Word: Quotations

"Some men see things as they are and say, 'Why?' I dream things that never were and
say, 'Why not?''' (George Bernard Shaw)

"What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies
within us." (Unknown)

''Vision without action is a daydream. Action without vision is a nightmare!"
,. (Japanese proverb)

"In every chilo who is born, under no matter what circumstances, and of no matter what
parents, the potentiality of the human race is born again: and in him, too, once more, and of each
of us, our terrific responsibility toward human life; towards the utmost idea of goodness, of the ,
horror of error, and of God. Every breath his senses shall draw, every act and every shadow and
thing in all creation, is a mortal poison, or is a drug, or is a signal or symptom, or is a teacher, or
is a liberator, or is liberty itself, depending entirely upon his understanding: and understanding,
and action proceeding from ynderstanding,and guided by it, is the one weapon against the
world's bombardment, the one medicine, the one instrument by which liberty, health, and joy
may be shaped or shaped towards, in the individual, and in the race." (James Agee)

"It is said an Eastern monarch once charged his wise men to invent him a sentence, to be
ever in view, and.which should be true and appropriate in all times and situations. They
presented him the words: 'And this, too, shall pass away.' How much it expresses! How
chastening in the hour ofpride! How consoling in the depths of affliction!" (Abraham Lincoln)

"Look at everything as though you were seeing it either for the first time or the last
time."

(Betty Smith)

Primo Levi commenting on Lorenzo, an Italian civilian worker who brought him a piece
of bread and the remainder of his ration every day for six months in the concentration camp: "I
believe it was really due to Lorenzo that I am alive today; and not so much for his material aid as
for his having constantly reminded me by his presence, by his natural and plain manner of being
good, that there still exists a world outside our own, something and someone still pure and
whole, not corrupt, not savage ... something difficult to define, a remote possibility of good but
for which it was worth surviving. Thanks to Lorenzo I managed not to forget that I myself was
a man."

When he was in a Nazi concentration camp with his father, Hugo Gryn recalls how
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meager were the daily rations. With luck the inmates were given a pat of margarine each week.
It was barely enough fat to keep each person alive and was, as a result, among the most precious
of items. One December, as the holiday of Hanukkah approached, the eight-day celebration
which reealled the ancient Maccabean struggle for Jewish freedom and marked by a daily lighting

A of a flame, he saw his father and the other prisoners putting aside their margarine. When the first
night of Hanukkah came he could not believe his eyes when his father took a small piece of
string, placed it in the melted margarine, said the prayers and lit the wick. "But father,"
protested the young Hugo, ''1 don't understand. You've taught me that pikuah nefesh, saving a
life, nulli:fiesall the other commandments. How can you give up your margarine, which you need
to sustain yourself just to light a Hanukkah light?" "My son," Hugo's father replied, "You and I
have seen that it is possible to live up to three weeks without food. We once lived almost three
days without water; but without-hope we would not be able to survive for even three minutes."

"There are two ways to live your life. One is a as though nothing is a miracle. The other
is as though everything is a miracle."

(Albert Einstein)

What was really needed'was a fundamental change in our attitude toward life. We had to
learn ourselves and, furthermore, we had to teach the despairing men, that it did not really
matter what we expected from life, but rather what life expectedfrom us. We needed to stop
asking about the meaning of life, and instead to think of ourselves as those who were being
questioned by life - daily and hourly. Our answer must consist, not in talk and meditation, but in
right action and in right conduct. Life ultimately means taking the responsibility to find the right
answers to its problems and to fulfill the tasks which it constantly sets for each individual .

.,... (Viktor Frankl from "Man's Search for Meaning")

2. & 3. Selections and Discussion:

a. "The Moon Is Down" (John Steinbeck)
Summary: This is a visionary book written by a visionary author with a visionary story!

Steinbeck's short novel was written in response to his concern about the wealth of Nazi
propaganda that seemed to be everywhere. After speaking with refugees about underground
resistance movements, Steinbeck wrote a work of fiction about enemy occupation upon the
populace of an "unconquered," conquered people. Originally, the story was set in America, out
officials rejected that aspect fearing it would demoralize the war effort. The novel was widely
circulated in parts of Europe despite its Nazi ban with many copies dropped into occupied
countries by airplane. It was easily the most popular work of propaganda in occupied Western
Europe. Possession of "The Moon Is Down" meant an automatic death sentence. Its message
gave hope to those under Nazi control. Powerful.

Selection Discussion Questions:
- Explain Lanser's comment: "Defeat is a momentary thing." (Chapter 2)
-What types of resistance caused the fear mentioned in the following passage:

"...gradually a little fear began to grow in the conquerors, a fear that it would never be over, that
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they could never relax or go home"? (Chapter 5)
- The last chapter of the novella, Chapter 8, is :filledwith passages Steinbeck clearly

designed to bring hope to those in Demnark, France, Finland, and other Western European
countries who were under Nazi control. Select three passages you feel empowered the so-called

j "conquered" and explain why you chose them.

b. Letter to Chief of Staff, George Marshall from General Eisenhower
The United States and the Soviet Unionfought together as Allies in World War II In
1944-45, the armies of the two countries moved toward Germany from opposite
directions. The American Army moved East across Germany toward Berlin in early
1945. As the troops progressed they liberated scores of concentration camps. Soldiers
of all ranks were amazed and horrified at what they saw.

"The things I saw beggar description ... The visual evidence and the verbal
testimony of starvation, cruelty, and bestiality were so overpowering as to leave
me a bit sick. In one room, where there were piled up twenty or thirty naked men
killed by starvation, George Patton would not even enter. He,.said he would get.
sick ifhe did so. I made the visit deliberately, in order to be in a position to give
first-hand evidence of these things if ever, in the future, there develops a tendency
to charge these allegations merely to 'propaganda."? (General Eisenhower's letter
to Chief of Staff, George Marshall, April 12, 1945)

Selection Discussion Question: .
-Even today there are those who spread the lie that the Holocaust did not occur at all,

that it is a hoax of some sort or greatly exaggerated. Why do you think Eisenhower saw this
denial-as a future-possibility, and why can he be considered a "visionary?"

c. These words were found inscribed on a cellar in Cologne, Germany, where Jews
had hidden from the Nazis:

"1 believe in the sun ...
even when it's not'shining."

"I believe in love ...
even when not feeling it."

"1 believe in God ...
. even when He is silent."

Selection Discussion Question:
-What characteristics of the visionary are exhibited in the writings of the person on the

cellar wall in Cologne, Germany?

d. "1Never Saw Another Butterfly" edited by Hana Volavkova, Expanded Second
Edition by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum * The video "Journey of Butterfly"
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is also excellent to show students after they've read the poetry and observed the art of the book.
It is available at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum shop on the internet at:

http://www.holocaustbooks.org/
Summary: This touching book contains background information on the Terezin

A ghetto/concentration camp, but the body is filled with the art and writing of countless children
who were sent to Terezin and lost their lives. It is a picture of conditions in the ghetto as seen
through the eyes of the young, and yet it speaks of the belief and hope in a better time and place.

Selection Discussion Question:
-The artists, composers, and writers of Terezin hid their "witness" of the atrocities within

the walls of the ghetto recognizing their lives would soon be taken from them. They hoped that
somehow the world would disoover their testimonies thereby shedding light on the evils of
Terezin. What does this say to us about the substance of doing "great things?" Can children be
visionaries? If so, explain how -if not, explain why.

e. '~Vanished World" (Roman Vishniac)
From 1934 to 1939, Vishniac, using a hidden camera, recorded life in the Jewish

shtetlekh (villages) of Eastern Europe. Working under dangerous circumstances that eventually
included eluding the Nazis, he took thousands of photographs in an attempt to preserve a world
he feared would soon cease to exist. Vishniac managed to conceal the negatives by sewing many
of them into the lining of his coat -some were hidden under floorboards and behind picture
frames. "A Vanished World" contains the faces of those who would be exterminated in places
doomed to disappear .

. Selection-Discussion Questions:
- In the dedication of the book, Vishniac states: "It is a vanished but not vanquished

world, captured here in images made with hidden cameras, that I dedicate to my grandfather, my
son, and my grandson." What is the difference between "vanished" and "vanquished," and what
do you think Vishniac means as he uses them in the dedication?

- Vishniac provides the viewer a commentary on the photographs. In the commentary he
states: "Why did I do it? A hidden camera to record the way of life of a people who had no
desire to be captured on film may seem strange to you. Was it insane to cross into and out of
countries where my life was in danger every day? Whatever the question, my answer is the
same: It had to be done." However, Vishniac was unable to convince his colleagues to help'
him. They warned him against the dangers and called his task impossible. Explain what
considerations you believe account for the differences in thinking and perception of the following
statements:

"It can't be done."
"It might be done."
"It had to be done.":

95



f. "The Meaning of this Hour" (Abraham Joshua Heschel) from "Man Is Not Alone"
THE MEANING OF TIllS HOUR
by Abraham Joshua Heschel
(:from"Man's Quest for God")

Emblazoned over the gates of the world in which we live is the escutcheon of the
demons. The mark of Cain in the face of man has come to overshadow the likeness of God.
There has never been so much guilt and distress, agony, and terror. At no time has the earth
been so soaked with blood. Fellow men turned out to be evil ghosts, monstrous and weird.
Ashamed and dismayed, we ask: Who is responsible?

History is a pyramid of effortsand errors; yet at times it is the Holy Mountain on which
God holds judgment over the nations. Few are privileged to discern God's judgment in history.
But all may be guided by the words of the Baa Shem: Ifa man has beheld evil, he may know that
it was shown to him in order that he learn his own guilt and repent; for what is shown to him is
also within him.

We have trifled with the name of God. We have taken the ideals in vain, We have called
for the Lord. He came. And was ignored. We have preached but eluded Him. We have praised
but defied Him. Now we reap the fruits of our failure. Through centuries His voice cried in the
wilderness. How skillfully it was trapped and imprisoned in the temples! How often it was
drowned or distorted! Now•.we behold hQWit gradually withdraws, abandoning one people after
another, departing :fromtheir souls, despising their wisdom. The taste for the good has all but
gone :fromthe earth. Men heap spite upon cruelty, malice upon atrocity.

The horrors of our time fill our souls with reproach and everlasting shame. We have
profaned the word of God, and we have given the wealth of our land, the ingenuity of our minds,
and the dear lives-of our youth to tragedy and perdition. There has never been more reason for
man to be ashamed than now. Silence hovers mercilessly over many dreadful lands. The day of
the Lord is a day without the Lord. Where is God? Why didst Thou not halt the trains loaded
with Jews being led to slaughter? It is so hard to rear a child, to nourish and to educate. Why
dost Thou make it so easy to kill? Like Moses, we hide our face; for we are afraid to look upon
Elohim, upon His power of judgment. Indeed, where' were we when men learned to hate in the
days of starvation? When raving madmen were sowing wrath in the hearts of the unemployed?

Let modem dictatorship not serve as an alibi for our conscience. We have failed to fight
for right,jor justice,jor goodness; as a result we must fight against wrong, against injustice,
against evil. We have failed to offer sacrifices on the altar of peace; thus we offered sacrifices on
the altar of war. A tale is told of a band of inexperienced mountain climbers. Without guides,
they struck recklessly into the wilderness. Suddenly a rocky ledge gave way beneath their feet
and they tumbled headlong into a dismal pit. In the darkness ofthe pit they recovered :fromtheir
shock only to find themselves set upon by a swarm of angry snakes. For each snake the
desperate men slew, ten more seemed to lash out in its place. Strangely enough, one man
seemed to stand aside :fromthe fight. When indignant voices of his struggling companions
reproached him for not fighting, he called back: "If we remain here, we shall be dead before the
snakes. I am searching for a way of escape :fromthe pit for all of us."

Our world seems not unlike a pit of snakes. We did not sink into the pit in 1939, or even
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in 1933. We had descended into it generations ago, and the snakes have sent their venom into
the bloodstream of humanity, gradually paralyzing us, numbing nerve after nerve, dulling our
minds, darkening our vision. Good and evil, that were once as real as day and night, have
become a blurred mist. In our everyday life we worshiped force, despised compassion, and

i obeyed no law but our unappeasable appetite. The vision of the sacred has all but died in the
soul of man. And when greed, envy, and the reckless will to power came to maturity, the
serpents cherished in the bosom of our civilization broke out of their dens to fall upon the
helpless nations.

The outbreak of war was no surprise. It came as a long expected sequel to a spiritual
disaster. Instilled with the gospel that truth is mere advantage and reverence weakness, people
succumbed to the bigger advantage of a lie - ''tomorrow the whole world shall be ours," ''the
peoples" democracies must depend upon force." The roar of bombers over Rotterdam, Warsaw,
London, was but the echo of thought bred for years by individual brains, and later applauded by
entire nations. It was through our failure that people started to suspect that science is a device
for exploitation, parliaments pulpits for hypocrisy, and religion a pretext for a bad conscience. In
the tantalized souls of those who had faith in ideals, suspicion became a dogma and contempt the
only solace. Mistaking the abortions of their conscience for intellectual heroism, many thinkers
employ clever pens to scold and to scorn the reverence for life, the awe for truth, the loyalty to
justice. Man, about to hang himself, discovers it is easier to hang others.

The conscience of the world was destroyed by those who were wont to blame others
rather than themselves. Let us remember. We revered the instincts but distrusted the prophets.'-
We labored to perfect engines and let our inner life go to wreck. We ridiculed superstition until
we lost our ability to believe. We have helped to extinguish the light our fathers had kindled.
We have bartered holiness for convenience, loyalty for success, love for power, wisdom for
information, tradition for fashion.

We cannot dwell at ease under the sun of our civilization as our ancestors thought we
could. What was in the minds of our martyred brothers in their last hours? They died with
disdain and scorn for a civilization in which the killing of civilians could become a carnival of fun,
for a civilization which gave us mastery over the forces of nature but lost control overthe forces
of our self •

Tanks and planes cannot redeem humanity, nor the discovery of guilt by association nor
suspicion. A man with a gun is like a beast without a gun. The killing of snakes will save us for
the moment but not forever. The war has outlasted the victory of arms as we failed to conquer
the infamy of the soul: the indifference to crime, when committed against others. For evil is •
indivisible. It is the same in thought and in speech, in private and in social life. The greatest task
of our time is to take the souls of men out of the pit. The world has experienced that God is
involved. Let us forever remember that the sense for the sacred is as vital to us as the light of the
sun. There can be no nature without spirit, no world without the Torah, no brotherhood without
a father, no humanity without attachment to God.

God will return to us when we shall be willing to let Him in - into our banks and
factories, into our Congress and clubs, into our courts and investigating committees, into our
homes and theaters. For God is everywhere or nowhere, the Father of all men or no man,
concerned about everything or nothing: Only in His presence shall we learn that the glory of man
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is not in his will to power, but in his power of compassion Man reflects either the image of His
presence or that of a beast.

Soldiers in the horror of battle offer solemn testimony that life is not a hunt for pleasure,
but an engagement for service; that there are things more valuable than life; that the world is not
a vacuum. Either we make it an altar for God or it is invaded by demons .. There canbe no
neutrality. Either we are ministers of the sacred or slaves of evil. Let the blasphemy of our time
not become an eternal scandal. Let future generations not loathe us for having failed to preserve
what prophets and saints, martyrs and scholars have created in thousands of years. The apostles
of force have shown that they are great in evil. Let us reveal that we can be as great in
goodness. We will survive ifwe shall be as fine and sacrificial in our homes and offices, in our
Congress and clubs, as our soldiers are on the field of battle.

There is a divine dream-which the prophets and rabbis have cherished and which fills our
prayers, and permeates the acts of true piety. It is the dream of a world, rid of evil by the grace
of God as well as by the efforts of man, but his dedication to the task of establishing the kingship
of God in the world. God is waiting for us to redeem the world. We should not spend our life
hunting for trivial satisfactions while God is waiting constantly and keenly for.our effort and
devotion.

The Almighty has not created the universe that we may have opportunities to satisfy our
greed, envy, and ambition. We have not survived that we may waste our years in vulgar vanities.
The martyrdom of millions demands that we consecrate ourselves to the fulfillment of God's
dream of salvation. Israel did not accept the Torah of their own free will. When Israel
approached Sinai, God lifted up the mountain and held it over their heads, saying: "Either you
accept the Torah or be crushed beneath the mountain."

The mountain of history is over our heads again. Shall we renew the covenant with God.

Selection Discussion Questions:
-Does Heschel blame God for the condition of the world?
-Give examples from daily living in today's world that support Heschel's claim that

"good and evil, that were once as real as day and night, have become a blurred mist." .
-What does Heschel believe is the biggest challenge we face? Explain.
- Heschel repeatedly points out to the reader that there is no middle road - the deeper

truths of life are either of infinite value and importance and warrant our utmost, or they are of no
value and importance whatsoever. Which passages do you feel best illustrate this view and why?

-What does Heschel mean in the following statement: "For evil is indivisible." •
- Does Heschel see the answer to man's problems as internal or external? Explain.
- What does the man searching for a way to escape the pit represent?
- This selection was written in the 1950's. What makes it visionary?

g. "In the Ashes" (Noah benShea) from "Jacob the Baker"
When Jacob woke, he opened his eyes cautiously. He reassured himself by measuring his

pace in each word of his morning prayer. He was anxious to get to the bakery while it was still
dark, to lay his cheek on the warming oven. Nevertheless, halfway to the bakery, Jacob decided
to stop at Mr. Gold's, hoping he would be awake. Under the lamp post of a full moon, Jacob
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rapped gently on the shutters closeting Mr. Gold's window. Mr. Gold heard the sound and
thought he was a young man again, being called to prayers.

"I'm coming! I'm coming!" he shouted to the dawn.
Jacob was touched to see memory capable of drawing Mr. Gold out of the darkness.

A When he saw it was Jacob, Mr. Gold motioned for his friend to come in and grew a smile for his
company. Thenjust as quickly, Mr. Gold's head dipped downward.

"Do you know who I am, Jacob?" He didn't give Jacob an opportunity to speak. "I am
an old man, and I am dying."

Mr. Gold seemed to sink beneath his sadness.
"Tell me, Jacob. Is this it?" He motioned around the room. "Is there nothing more? We

become attached to this life only to be tom from it like some crude joke in the stars."
"We make life not only crude but cold," said Jacob, ''by dressing ourselves in a nakedness

woven from our own ignorance."
Then Mr. Gold spoke again from behind his sadness. "It doesn't make sense," he said.

"Our days amount to nothing!"
Jacob's eyes listened without arguing or agreeing. He thought of the pain festering in .

Mr. Gold's words. When Jacob spoke, his voice unfolded with the attitude of a man not filled
with knowing but caring.

"Mr. Gold, all passes, nothing stops. Our days do amount to nothing, but that is because
we are not a collection. We.are a process, The truth about the seasons is that the seasons
change. While everything appears to live and die, it is only the appearance of things which lives' .
and dies. The dead are buried. Their memory is not."

Mr. Gold's voice considered Jacob's words. "You know, Jacob, you are wise, and I am
old."

. "Then yoa already know, Mr. Gold, that the roots oftime hold both memory and
promise."

"Will you remember me, Jacob?"
"I promise, one day, I will join you, Mr. Gold."
Mr. Gold's laughter sounded like a trumpet and brought light to the comers of the room.

Then the silence regained its balance, and the two men sat there, making music from the quiet
between their notes. It was Mr. Gold who counted time and eventually spoke first.

"Jacob, where do you find the strength to carry on in life?"
"Life is often heavy only because we attempt to carry it," said Jacob. "But, I do find a

strength in the ashes."
"In the ashes?" asked Mr. Gold.
"Yes," said Jacob, with a confirmation that seemed to have traveled a great distance.

"You see, Mr. Gold, each of us is alone. Each of us is in the great darkness of our ignorance.
And, each of us is on a journey. In the process of our journey, we must bend to build a fire for
light, and warmth, and food. But when our fingers tear at the ground, hoping to find the coals of
another's fire, what we often find are the ashes. And, in these ashes, which will not give us light
or warmth, there may be sadness, but there is also testimony. Because these ashes tell us that
somebody else has been in the night, somebody else has bent to build a fire, and somebody else
has carried on. And that can be enough, sometimes."
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Selection Discussion Questions:
-Explain the phrase, ''the roots oftime hold both memory and promise."
- Why did the ashes serve to fill Jacob with strength?
- Why are we unable to "enjoy the coals" of another's fire?
- Explain the last sentence of the story: "And that can be enough, sometimes."

4. "Shedding Light" Writing Prompts:

-It has been said that in order to change the world we must first find self-awareness --the
ability to examine our own life, to stand apart and look inside. Next, we must use our
imagination and seek a vision of how we can create a better life for ourselves and others. And
that, finally, we must recognize-that we. are beings of an independent will which can choose to
act on or ignore our vision. Why is it important to FIRST examine our own life? Do you believe
more people choose to act on their vision or ignore their vision for their own life and that of
others. Why?

-There is a story that the father of a mentally retarded child was speaking to an audience
at a fund raising dinner. After extolling the school, he cried out, "Where is the perfection in my
son? Where is God's perfection?" The audience was shocked and pained by the father's anguish
and stilled by the piercing question. Then-the father continued, "I believe that when God brings a
child like this into the world, the perfection that he seeks is in the way people react to this child."
Is this man a visionary? How was it possible for him to reach this understanding? Do you agree
or disagree with him?

. -Why aren't there more visionaries? What do you think it is that keeps you from being a
visionary?

-Consider the following quote by Robert F. Kennedy: "Each time a man stands up for an
ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny
ripple of hope." Is the act of being and living the life"of a visionary a gift or a deliberate choice?
Explain.
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