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Chapter 1

  After the stock market crashed, people bought as little as 
possible. Businesses sold less and didn’t need workers. A 
man in Arkansas walked 900 miles looking for work. One 
business advertised 300 job openings, but over 5,000 
people applied!

   Homeless people moved into shantytowns built of  
cardboard and tin --they had no electricity or running 
water. These shantytowns were called Hoovervilles as an 
insult to the president. People relied on free meals at soup 
kitchens set up in churches or public buildings. People 
even looked in garbage piles for food and things they 
needed. 

NO  JOB

***Imagine you are the boy in the image above, living 
in a Hooverville. Imagine there are other cardboard, 
tin, and scrap lumber dwellings around you. Now, 
imagine you are an orphan too. Write a poem 
expressing your feelings.



While most people didn’t have jobs, others who HAD jobs were 
refusing to work! Those who owned factories didn’t like   unions. 
Workers had joined together to form unions because many times 
their bosses took advantage of  them, treated them badly, and 
didn’t pay their agreed wage. Many people worked more than 
36 hours a week , six days a week, and were only paid $10 for 
the whole week! Workers in unions would strike to force owners 
to be fair. There were many strikes in the Great Depression.

   Often strikebreakers were hired to take over the jobs of  those 
in unions. Sometimes union workers would fight with the strike-
breakers. The police would come in a fight the union workers 
too, ending with guns, rocks, and tear gas. One of  these conflicts 
was so violent it became known as “Bloody Thursday.”

   Numerous strikes occurred across the country and in many 
jobs from auto workers to taxi drivers to barbers! Sometimes 
having a job did not mean families had food and a place to live. 
Sometimes pay was so low there wasn’t money for heat or shoes. 
Sometimes, having a dreadful job was worse and more danger-
ous than being unemployed.

LABOR UNIONS CREATE                            
A MIDDLE CLASS

❖ Watch the VIDEO. Why do you think company 
owners listen to labor unions, but won’t listen to an 
individual worker?  Do you think labor unions are 
good for America?  Can you think of  a situation where 
labor unions might not be a good thing for America? 
Why were strikebreakers so hated by strikers?  Why 
would strikebreakers “cross the picket lines” to begin 
with???
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SECTION 1

Workers Strike!



   The Great Depression meant that no money was spent on 

roads or libraries or sidewalks, playgrounds, or water plants. 

America began to look very shabby.

   Some government leaders began to think about building 

model cities --even President Roosevelt decided to get in on the 

idea. 

   Three model towns were built in places where there had never 

been a town before. The towns included schools, businesses, and 

recreation centers. People had to apply to live in the towns. 

Only low income families were allowed. This was the very first 

federal low cost housing.

   Some thought the towns were a bad idea and cost money that 

could have been used to help cities. 

   

WALT DISNEY - PROJECT “X”

❖ Walt Disney designed the plans for a model city 
long after the Great Depression. His city would 
be located in the area Walt Disney World is 
today. Today’s video is a little longer. View 
the video and take notes as you watch, looking for 
ideas that you think would make life better.  

❖ Question:  Why do you think model cities are not 
being built?  Do you think they are a good idea?  
Why or why not?  What questions or problems 
might a model city pose?
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SECTION 2

A Perfect Place to LIVE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLCHg9mUBag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLCHg9mUBag


   The Chicago World’s Fair of  1933 was called “a wonderland 
where everything you have ever dreamed about will come true.” 
There was even a seven foot giant and countless clowns. It was a 
place where Depression weary Americans could forget their  
troubles for a few hours. 

   Adults were amazed to see new inventions like the automatic 
dishwasher and air-conditioning. They rode thrill rides           
suspended 200 feet above the ground! World fairs had been 
popular since the late 1800s. The fairs were opportunities for 
countries to showcase the progress they were making in ways 
that were spectacular. But...

   ...with so many out of  work and businesses failing, it was 
feared no one would come. It was a huge risk for Chicago.

   The fairs proved that even in times of  great hardship, people 
were excited to celebrate progress and belief  in a brighter        
future. The crowds were there --the fair pointed to a bright             
horizon despite the Depression

WONDERLAND

❖ Many people believed its was wrong to spend 
so much money on building the world’s fair in 
Chicago when so many were on hard times. 
Others believed it was important to use money 
and construct the best fair possible to show 
belief  in the future. What do you think? 
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SECTION 3

World Fairs


