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	Name of Project: The Voice of a Child
	Duration: 1 ½ sem.

	Subject/Course: Gifted/Talented
	Teacher(s): Hesse
	Grade Level: 2-6

	Other subject areas to be included, if any: social studies, literacy, affective, 21st Century Success Skills

	

	Key Knowledge and Understanding

(CCSS or other standards)
	Creativity/Affective / 21st Century Success Skills/ Social Studies: students will internalize and communicate with others the historical and ongoing power of the arts to bring hope and voice, at a time when students are developing belief systems, emotions, and attitudes vital to becoming self-actualized, contributing members of society.

	Success Skills

(to be taught and assessed)
	Critical Thinking/Problem Solving
	**
	Self-Management
	**

	
	Collaboration
	**
	Other: Creativity, Affective, Communication, Technology, 21st Century Success Skills
	**

	Project Summary

(include student role, issue, problem or challenge, action taken, and purpose/beneficiary)
	Students become Terezin specialists and create a “historical context” teaching, multi-media museum for audience members who are not familiar with the history and are attending their performance of “Brundibar.”

	Driving Question
	“How can we become Terezin specialists and create a multi-media Terezin “teaching” museum for those seeing our production of ‘Brundibar?’”

	Entry Event (3)
	Event 1: Students view an interview by Ela Weissberger, taking about performing in “Brundibar” in Terezin as a child.  This is followed by viewing historic footage of the children in Terezin performing “Brundibar” for the Red Cross delegation and then a contemporary performance of “Brundibar” also performed by children. This is followed by construction of a list of questions about what they viewed which will be added to “Need to Know” on Project Chart and introduction of Driving Question. Event 2: tour of A.S.U. Museum and visit with curator, explaining method and goals of developing museum exhibitions    Event 3: Skype session with USHMM curator, discussing “WHY” it is important to share the history, primary considerations for exhibits, and types of exhibits at museum.

	Products
	Individual:
· Historic Mapping Project (ongoing)

· Reflection Journal:  What I See, What I Dream, What I Think about What I Know
· Artistic Responses to Terezin Child Art and Poetry
· Butterfly Project


	Specific content and success skills to be assessed:
· Creative thinking

· Affective

· Critical/Creative Thinking
· Creative/Critical Thinking / Self Management

· Creative/Critical Thinking / Self Management

	
	Team:
· Development of Terezin Museum Exhibit
· “Brundibar” performance
	Specific content and success skills to be assessed:
· Critical Thinking, 21st Century Success Skills, Collaboration, Self Management,Technology

· Creative/Critical Thinking, 21st Century Success Skills, Collaboration, Time Management, Problem Solving, Communication
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	Making Products Public
(include how the products will be made public and who students will engage with during/at end of project)

	Students will perform the Terezin children’s opera, “Brundibar,” in March for area schools and the public at multiple performances. The lobby and edge of the performance venue will be lined with student Terezin individual and group products for the audience to view (prior to the performance, at intermission, and after the performance), thereby enabling audience members to possess a historical context for viewing the performance. Before attending the play, teachers from visiting schools will receive a “’Brundibar’ and Terezin” resource guide for use in their classrooms. The exhibition will be open to the public a week before the performance with student docents.

	

	Resources Needed
	On-site people, facilities:
Local Volunteers, Digital Learning Facilitator, Principal, Teachers, Venue

	
	Equipment:
Personal laptops, 3-D printer, screen, sound system, microphones

	
	Materials:
Assorted materials as specified by individual students and teams

	
	Community Resources:
A.S.U. Library personnel, Skype sessions, opera singer

	

	Reflection Methods

(how individual, team, and/or whole class will reflect during/at end of project)
	Journal/Learning Log: Reflection journal paralleling those in Terezin: “What I See, Think, and Dream”
	
	Charrette
	

	
	Whole-Class Discussion
ONGOING. Each session begins with open-ended question such as, “Why do you think Sendak changed the lyrics of the Triumph song?
	
	Gallery Walk
	

	
	Survey: Terezin Pre/Post Test
	
	Critical Friends
	

	Notes:
* Daily MINI-SKILL & SUCCESS SKILLS LESSONS, occurring at time needed for project development checkpoints



	

	Project Design: student Learning Guide

	Project:  The Voice of a Child

	Driving Question: “How can we become Terezin specialists and create a multi-media Terezin “teaching” museum for those seeing our production of ‘Brundibar?’”


	

	Final Product(s) 

Presentations, Performances, Products and/or Services
	Learning Outcomes/Targets

knowledge, understanding & success skills needed 
by students to successfully complete products
	Checkpoints/Formative Assessments

to check for learning and ensure 
students are on track
	Instructional Strategies for All Learners

provided by teacher, other staff, experts; includes 
scaffolds, materials, lessons aligned to learning outcomes and formative assessments

	(individual and team)
Holocaust visual mapping 

Reflection Gallery

Butterfly Project
	I can utilize visual thinking to bring deeper meaning to what I know. (Tell Them We Remember/Terezin-Voices from the Holocaust)
	* Class sharing: hard copy maps are digitally added to student digital portfolios as part of “The Voice of a Child” study

* Reflection critical thinking questions submitted to online portfolio blog
	Teacher models visual mapping and inventing symbols to represent ideas. Teacher models transfer from “paper” to digital portfolio

	
	I can compose poetry to offer a personal interpretation of an artwork created by a child in Terezin. I can create a work of art (any medium but digital) to bring a personal interpretation of a poem written by a child in Terezin (this will be in the style of those created in Terezin)
	· Charrette
· Teacher conferencing
	Students view artwork and poetry created by the children of Terezin. Class discussion of possible meanings/symbolism of several.

	
	I can use my creativity and understanding of symbolism and the history of Terezin to make a unique butterfly that encompasses that time for the children who were there in the style of those at the Houston Holocaust Museum
	· Written summary of idea and plan for executing
· Gallery Walk
	Students will visit the online butterfly exhibit at the Houston Holocaust Museum to see several of the 1.5 million butterflies there that have been made by children, representing the children who perished in Terezin


	
	
	
	

	Terezin Museum Exhibit
“Brundibar” Performance
	I can work in a team to plan, develop, and create a professional museum exhibit that is engaging and provides a needed historical context for those see our production of “Brundibar”
	· Critical Friends
· Teacher Conferencing
	· Visit A.S.U. Museum to speak with curator about how exhibits are created
· Examine available online USHMM exhibitions
· Skype with USHMM personnel

	
	I can be an effective communicator, utilizing memorization, expression, projection, flexibility, and responsible leadership to tell a story
	· Performance Critiques

· Self Evaluation

· Group Reflection
	· Individual/small group/whole group coaching and rehearsals

· Dress rehearsal
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